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30, CHAU ENGE MODE 

James Harden got traded and Russell Westbrook got 
burl, hut Kevin Durant pust keeps on grinding. 

34 . THE BIG PIECE 

Thirds have fallen apart for the once-pnoud 
Psstcms, but Andre Drummond h a heck of a 
piece to start building back up with. 

38. THE KYRIE IRVING SHOW 

Camera-ready on and off the court, Kyrie frvtng 
is an the Verge of SUperltsrdom. 

44. STARTED FROM 
THE BOTTOM 

GreMf Vasquez used to ball in the hood 
of Caracas, Venezuela, Now he's here, 

48. RABBITS. RUN 

Is Milwaukee's Brandon Jennings/ 

Mon-fa Fifrs experiment over already 5 

52. 2013 SLAM HS 
ALL-AMERICANS 

Our Boys and Oris All-Americans 
are better than yours'. 

56 . THE KINGS 




OF SPRING 

Re-live the last days of the 
Class of 2013 with our 
AH-Stsr Game Recaps. 

60. TEMPERATURE 
RISING 

Our WNBA Preview preps 
for what should be a 
red-hot season. 

62.IHE 

F ORGOTTEN 

Like a female "Pistol" Pete 
Maravich, "Machine Cun" 

Matty Battn was ahead of her time. 
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ANDREW WIGGINS MAY BE 
FROM CANADA, BUT HE AND 
HIS FELLOW SLAM ALL- 
AMERICANS DID THEIR WORK 
IN THE STATES THIS SEASON. 


SLAM"" 169 
yUL 201.3 
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GATORADE FROST. 

ALL THE BENEFITS OF GATORADE IN FIVE LIGHT AND 
CRISP FLAVORS INCLUDING GLACIER CHERRY. 
WIN FROM WITHIN. 
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Frontcourt 

12. TRAShl TALK 

When 


will the i ufifon haters give up? 

15. HYPE 

jsson Collins' big news., Miike ID'Antoni s 
use and USdin Bolt, Wiu will not Lose. 
Plus, SkyLar Diggins" upbringing, the Last 
Rookie Di ary by Brad Beal and In Tour 
Faces on Trey Burke, JJ Hickson anc 
Martel I Webster 


Taj Gibson keeps up with the Kardashians, 


Backcourt 

66 . KlCKS^ - : 


Whether it's your postseason or your 
oFf season, we've pot the shoes von n 


Once you've got your shoes right, you need 
dope shorts to ball in, too, here's your 
guide. 


73. UNDER REVIEW 


Eadl "the Pearl" Monroe pi 
Legendary career an paper. 


Mike James Is back, in more ways 
than one 


JABARI BIRD’S DECISION 
TO STAY CLOSE TO HOME 
FOR COLLEGE HAS HOPES 
HIGH IN THE BAY AREA. 
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What ace you suppos-ed bo do when you're making an issue that drops deep in bhe 
PLayofFs, you'ffc not too confident in any team making the Finals other than the 
Heab, anc you already have the Heat's; best player on your current cover? In our 
case, we thought about rolling our dice with the amazing Kedrin Durant (about 
whom we do have a great feature written by our mam man Lang Whitaker, making 
his Last appearance as Editor-at- Large. In case you missed his goodbye on “The 
Links," he's now busy making NRA.oorr a whole lot better. Rest of Luck, LWf), hut 
KD r s Thunder were a bit of a ques tlon marie even before Russell Westbrook got 
hurt. Instead, we took a step hack.. .to look ahead. 

And what did we see in our crystal ball? A whole Lot oF Kyrie Irving. His game is 
sick, corporate America loves him (you don't know the half of it yet], and, most 
importantly, our crack research team [read: those of us who pay attention to Twitter 
messages and Instagram comments! 1 has deducec that 5LAMI fans are huge Kyrie 
fans. ALL this added up to hollering at his team about getting him on his first-ever 
SLAM rover. With the help of l he good folks at 24/7 Sports Management, we made 
it happen. Once we got Kyrie locked in and tasked Associate Editor Adam Figman 
with explaining how the future belongs to Kyrie, we rolled with the concept and 
delivered an issue that became dedicated, largely, to players on the verge. Besides 
the cover subject, th-nt includes the potential "next Kyrie’ (Trey Burke], the most- 
beloved WNBA rookie ever (SkyLar Digging], Venezuela's first basketball star (Greivls 
Vasquei), a gentle giant ready to turn the Pistons around |Anri re Drummond), and 
best of all, our annual High School All-American team, presented in their glorious 
custom 5LAMI jerseys, just -consider this you r 201 S study guide and thank us later. 


Peace, 



Ben Osborne 


Off the Bench; Tracy Weissenberg 



SLAM Contributing Writs r Tracy Weissenbers maHes Her larfest Im- 
pact In port this month rt«t!h Her m Your Face cm IJ HIcKson [pa. lai, 
bill She'S buL-n a big (hart u\ g j - team far a row years novvi thanks Lm 
her £/eat War* qii SLAMonline. A former employee of the Atlanta 
tdrj'.'cc yjha lias worked at TuriTrr Sporls £ \ I'l A Digital For "hr- part 
five- seasons, ‘ The; Ri'i -k-:' I h.illir: L.n'' has in. irk: her mark an SLAfV TV 
with the video- interviews she does with players around the League. 
As Tracy puts H. "The great aspect erf interviewing on -canters Is the 
atnilty to capture Interactions a^d subtleties that do- not always 
come tHroueh In writing L For from tlhis former competitive 
teams player, follow her on Twitter ©basketbal Iste. 
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Missing the Point 

First off shout out to the MAG. I've been 
a reader for 10 years and a subscriber 
for two and counting— much love. But I 
gotta say, you guys have got to stop 
putting LeBron on the cover. I mean, 
come on guys, there are so many stories. 
How about my Bulls? The Melo and KD 
scoring race? The Mug gets 1 home record? 
Who knew they were gonna be that 
good? SPREAD THE LOVE! Otherwise 
though, II love you guys, do what you do. 
I'm a fan forever. 

Basketball Jones // Chi -Town till I die 

Again-, it wa& LeBron 8 first cover of the seaxem. 
-Ed 


What's up SLAM? I m 13 years, old 
^nd I'm a big time basketball fin, and 
I gotta 5ay thanks for giving Kobe the 
Llamadamonth In SLAM 160. I Love 
your mag. But man |'m so tired of 
prople g.*ving the Lakera a lot of crap 
cuz they didn't do well this year. They 
don t realize that the Lakers had. Like, 
a billion injuries this season. Almost 
every smgk- player on the raster was 
Irvuied for I on?, time, and now Kobe 
Bryant will be out for 6-9 months. 

So come on all you Laker haters, 
giv e them soma credit for mak ing 
the Playoffs.. And thanks to Trash 
Talker |onathon Harris For recognizing 
Kobe's greatness In SLAM 1 60. 

John Pupp Tg/7 San D ego. CA 

When I received my June issue and 
read TRASH TALK, I had to write in. 

In regard to the Kobe/Mike com- 
parisons, Mike has nx rings, Kobe 
has Five. So haw does that make 
Kobe the greatest player to play this 
game? He is not equal to Mi*e He 
rvenfs to be Li ke M ike . And let s not 
Forget Kobe had Shaq for 3 oF them. 
(Mike had Seattle and Rodman who 
are Hall of Tamers, however they 
were not 'Sh^q!) The only way I see 
Kobe getting another ring is rf he 
joins the Heat! 

And also., i saw where the dude 
who wrote in and said he was a 
subscriber until March 2filB. But I 
am a subscriber until August SC IB! 
Here is my label to prove \V. 

Chuck Ingram it Florissant* MO 

Tht'i dude (/■ iifm i tfBitig ihi fi'iilA f ■ L‘r 
fAr fatx-f Ae muf. Dn artititlbt 

frititltif iit/Qthi/t 'n Vji i.v ^Hrt 1 fiit- 


i'L4M tub*?? iptiiUk?''iwtl£tI-— Ed 

Here's an Idea For LeBron Janus in 
nentyearVDunk contest re-er-jet 
that dunk from the March 16th game 
against the Celtics you guys showed 
in the last issue by settingup a Jason 
Terry piflata in Front oF the goal doing 
his Lame-ass jet' pose and then 
have Pitbul n Rick Russ lob d pass to 
lames. LeBron would jump up, catch 
the halt, smash through the pinata 
to complete the dunk anc land over 
the broken pieces oF lason Terry, all 
while M.lA's “Paper Planes ' plays 
overhead. Nuff said. 

Bryant Flores if Wright swi' e, AP 

I have been a subscriber to yourfine 
magazine since it First came out. it is 
a joy to read each month as it talks 
about the old and the new, amongst 
other matters. In your last Issue, 
you had an article by 'a massive 
K nicks fan” with a sweet tale of 
how his family has supported the 
K nicks with equal love in the old and 
modern days. The writer, acturjessie 
Ei sen berg., talks of how his Love for 
the Knlcks Is in his blood as he Is 
the th rd generation. I am only the 
second generation but my children, 
which are the third generation, love 
the knicks as well. I have been going 
to games for over &Q years, includ- 
ing a recent speciatu ar pLyoff wm 
against the Celtics The Ironic pdit 
of his article, which has only one 
picture, that of the gre-st Earl "The 
Pearl" Monroe, is that Eeenberg 
mentions that Earl was part oF the 
1970 team. For the record, £art 




was not a p^rt oF this team that 
won the first world championship 
For the K nicks. He was part of the 
1972-1971 team, which was the sec- 
ond, and last, championship in their 
history of 67 years J my age as well!). 
The Pearl was traded from Baltimore 
to the Knicks In 1971 . This error Is 
embarrassing — how did it £et past 
sit your editor^ 7 

Alan D. RoSehberg // We W York . WY 

Wii'Jutitl at/ the edit StattL 
A^iVt-iuh fpwit M'rrfj/rM.Yifri and ;ijc- 

l r m a big fan of SLAM. I love the game 
of basketball. I won a state champi- 
onship in 2004. 1 had dreams to play 
pro. Fm 5*5 and can dunk. I got in 
trouble as a young kid. When LeBron 
was in high school, I was a Few feet 
.sway from c ..inking cm him. That was 
a fun game. Then hie made il ASAP 
to the pros When l played against 
him I knew he was going to be the 
next M|. If you put LeBron and Blake 
in a dunk off. I put all my money on 
LeBron. But he need to go back to 


the Lavs- Him and Kyrie Irving make 
a good match. Keep It up, King — I'm 
still going to watch you froiri pijil I 
hope to see him on the next All-Star 
weekend on that dunk list. I would 
Like to say shoutout to my Mom, t>ad, 
Lil Sister, Lit Brother, my homies, R IP 
Ready Rock, R P Duck. And forget my 
haters. And tell them cheerleaders io 
write me. 

Tyrone Duniton ft Somerset. PA 

Game on Lock 

This isn't really "Trash Talk*" more 
like a thank you. I'm thanking you 
because I'm currently Locked up in a 
Juwepall and your magazines keep 
rrw updated on everything basketball 
from NCAA to NBA L&WNCAA to 
WNBA. Soon as I'm released i will 
be back on track to make the NBA. 
Thank you so much 6L4M„ 

Eric J it Sylmar, LA 

I'Ve been a subscriber to "SLAM" for 
almost a year now and i love "all" 
your articles From "HYK " all the 
way to the end of the fkAtlKBOABU" 


twitter feed; here's some highlights of ivhaf readers totd i&SLAMofiMnc about Issue 168 

■SvadniHi: cover is the truth // i^jackJMACdauif;: Great article rdj te_rnti nsrm . Dude plays with hella heart and is r,n 
Underrated if @SleepeSrrfcHe: HOW IS # J ER RY5TACKHOUSE PLAYING IN AN # NBAPLAYQ FFS GAME RIGHT NOW?’ 
■gj&S LAMcm line was calling him The Next Jordan when Selena was. still alive. // ® CBkillin21 : I Feel Dave Zirin s article on B Knight 


is :;i am 
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iLMJ LETTERS Tdk TRASH IAJLK., CW SIAM 11 IS BSQAEWAY. 6TH FLOOR, NY. NY. 1001 D 
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you cover everything, I never really 
tools the time |o rejd "TRASH TALK" 
[what was I think! rig' 5 ) until recently 
in Issu® #167 with labour i Parker and 
Andrew Wiggins on the cover. Any- 
ways I decided to give it a try. What 
caught my attention was the shout 
out to Chris Rush from a neighbor- 
hood friend o# his who is incarcer- 
ated, like Tie. 

After reading, what he said, 3 
light bulb Flashed in my head. I 
remembered an article you did on 
one of my neighborhood paLt, he 
was chosen for the "Hustl* & Flow" 
section, yep (Kendrick Perkinslsol 
wanted to shed a little sunshine on 
hi m for a minute. I gotta say I was 
very shocked when he got drafted 
to the Celtics straight from tha best 
high school m fceau merit, TX (Clifton 
| Ozenl, but of course how could I 
forget that he dominated the paint 
From his Freshman to his senior 
year all on "Varsity' (check his high 
school stats’]? He also helped Lead 
them to a "State Championship" in 
'02-03! Qhybuily he's still bringing 
the nsnse or you wouldn't have 
acknowledged him from the start, 

I was hoping you would consider 
putting him in a longer story in the 
future; he has become a well- 
rounded big man. All have to say 
l\ Kim*.! doing your thing, KP, and 
show them how we Te«as buys do 
it. Ima hold you down regardless no 
matter what team you playing for. 
Thank you for your time SLAM, you 
■Mt the best 1 Die- hard f jn, faithful 
subscriber*. Peace! 

Ciaborne GaMIcm aka Oay-G f/ 
Hughes Unit, Gatesviiie, TX 

'"f f/a tik yoh. Ed. 


Hands down you guys are great at 
what you do. I've been a recipient 
of SLAM for years, while alto twang 
incarcerated [fur years]. I've avoided 
a lot of frustration or altercations 
over the TV not being on the games 
by just being patient and reading 
about the sport in my down time. 
Patient,, because I hope to be but of 
prison and able to follow the league 
a lot better I'm an old-school hoops 
guy, meaning, I came up watching 
the CiOAT (M| All Day). So, in my 
sea rc h for a new talent to fol low, 
I've been resisting my hometown 
tejms — the K nicks and now, the 
Nets, I've decided to mein tar some 
hoops fan loyalty and this is how 
I've become a Bobcats fan in a New 
York Correctional Facility. Being a 
Bobcats Follower is not easy... at 


Ihe moment But I feel obligated in 
make some NOYZ and offer some 
motivation and advice to the people 
making decisions For the Bobcats. 
Whatever you do, please don't draft 
a guard this year. If this kid Tony 
Mitchell (Morth Teaas, fi-S. 235 
pounds, jumping out of the gym) is 
available. lake a thence with him. 
And, consider moving Kidd-Gildirist 
for some defensive-minded bodies. 
Keep Kemba. The key is to bring 
some excitement to the franchise, 
and you'll be surprised ,ic who else Is 
going to want to come play for the 
Bobcats Yep, | -n thinking about 
moving to Charlotte when I get out. 
I'm just a brotha trying to assist Mj 
and save the Bobcats! 

Roger Reid // Otisvj||e, NY 

This may not be related to current 
events but a key part oF basketball 
culture: basketball video games. Is it 
just me, or have they been progres- 
sively getting worse? It^ an odd 
time for basketball games; for some 
reason, the gmat NBA Sfree-T series 
is unfairly extinct, Also, the n^w 
games feel too virtual and fake. 

I would have to say that ESPN 
NBA 2X5 is the greatest game. 

Period What 99-9% c.f people do 
r>u[ understand it the hal.i nte of a 
game- -rntroduci og new featu res 
while improving existing game- 
play. 2KS was the most balanced,, 
whereas 2K12 and 3^ have aH the 
new features but the gameplay is 
dfrocious (ever try pawing?) plus has 
many bugs had great graphics 
as well, for 2004 standards. Even 
with all the technology since then 
some of the new animations Look 
nothing like the players. 24/? game 
mode was so chill and amazing com- 
pared to the monotonous and boring 
newer modes. 2K5 has the Greatest 
Soundtrack Ever! Dope underground 
beats, gives me ch ills to this day. 

Still not convinced? Pick up a 2KS 
for cheap onLlne and you'll see. The 
2K 5 d nd .NBA St.- net games were far 
ahead of their time. They don't make 
'em like they used to. Peace. 

John Slade // Sandy, UT 

I am 7 3/4 years old and go- to bows 
Lane Elementary School. I am a BIG 
NBA fan and love that you r magazine 
is just about basketball My favor ite 
teams are the Knicks end Thunder Ev- 
eryday I practice. My drea m is to be 
in the f-J&Aand win a championship. 
Miles Demarest // Tarrytown. WY 

O’it.V Zr.'j j 1 ,-, \Jrfr.;i — f-jt. 



goes against the “SLAM mental ity v - The rest of y'all should aspire to be like Dave. // ^TGQDMcGrlzzlySl: (^SLAMonllne this the best 
twitter a count that i follow// #KingR2J: 1 wanted La get a @S LAMonfliriE but ya'll have LeBron tea damn much. We know he's great, WE 
GET IT 1 When will you gel ^StephenCUrrySo on It? // (^MarcusDeSean: #YE5S1R 1 almost have every tjaslamonilne cover with kmg- 
JatneSon it’ * KinyKnowKing #QtcatHcSSOhfyAllewed // *gTy I crThcK re a tor: When Is @5tephenCurry30 gonna get a @SLAMdtihfie cover 
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BHSKETBRLL TDURNHMENT 91 


BHSKETBRLL TOURNAMENT 


VWWV.PDFMAGAZINES.ORG 50000+ DIGITAL MAGAZINES 


HAL PASTNER & BIGFOOT HOOPS PRESENT 

LAS VEGAS LIVE & LAS VEGAS CLASSIC 

JULY 17-21 , 2013 JULY 24-28, 2013 


B1 GFOOT HOOPS PRESENTS THE PREMIER SUMMER GRASSROOTS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS 
BRING YOUR TEAM TO LAS VEGAS AND COMPETE AGAI NST THE BEST IN THE COUNTRY. 


LIVE PERIOD FOR DIVISION I COLIEGE COACHES. THESE ARE fiff TOURNAMENTS FOR THE SUMMER 
RECRUITING PERIOD. PARTICIPATE AGAINST THE NATION'S TOP TALENT AND BE SEEN BY 
COLLEGE COACHES AND TOP RECRUITING SERVICES FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY. 



nAvin FmHKftrtsm images 



Here's the deal: Pro athletes who know any- the Air Can ada Centre in Toronto, la meet hi* roan in Chicago, and posted this, 

thi ng e bout the rest of the world truly respect Whe n the W att hawks had a 2 2-game points "Me and SPKi ngjame i bc'ore the butls-heal 

elite athletes in other sports . And the ones streak going, a nd the Heat we re at 1 5 gam es, game tonight at the UC What a game. Wow. 1 

who are really in the know, well, they respect spirts geeks started debating which was more That's where this photo came from. And 
N BA sta rs the m ast. As they should.. difficult to edhi eve. Apples end oranges, of irf it looks like some big “ EL Heat 1 ' dude with 

This pist sejson, we got some senocis bra course. But Kane, the BL.iekhawks ballerina- his .srm j-raund a little boy from the United 

love go ing From hockey ta hoops and vice Like skating and scoring phenom. didn't care. Center peanut gallery, that's just how the 5-11, 

versa, via Patrick Kane of the Chicago Black- He Laid everyone how much be admired the lSO-pound, baby-faced Kane rolls. □ ion -iron's 

hawks end LeB^on lames oF the Heat . Whi le the Heat, and es penally lames. " I've been a fan af got him by n ine inches. 70 pounds and a ta n of 

Blaekhawfcs were en route |o a record-setting, LeBron ever since he's been criticized heavily," muscle. They both have moves that are sick, 

seasa n-apening 24-game poi nts streak, the said Kane. “He’s come back to prove all oF hi s But ifs cool as can be that a hockey superstar 

Heat were on a winning streak of their own. critics w rong.' appreciates a fellow superstar in another, 

one that wcHjld stretch into late March and fin- "nig King fired hack with the tweet. "Hey vastly different sport And surely, deep inside, 

ish at £7, the second-longest in NBA history. Chicago ti lack hawks, u guys a re AWEBOM EM tfar.e k nows that skating i s one thi ng. but 

"At my first hockey game. Pretty Damn tf streak ing," bri ng able to fly wi th a hammer is a whole 

cool, - j am es wou Id twe et on February £ from That was on Ma rch 6 . On March 2 f, «Ca - e got different u ni verse. 


INSIDE: Tilt fastest LuLHkotljall playe rover If/ Hume anti Away with De Marcus Cuaisifts iff Home girl Skylnr Diggins fff Trinidnd JameS i mure... 


lnl.jjiu is 
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IN YOUR FACE 


NEXT 1 


Trey 

University of Michiqan 


When Michigan star point guard Trey 
Burke is asked to name the MSA players he 
tries Lo mod el his game aFter, Tony Parker, 
Rajnr Rondo and C hns Paul com r up What 
do alt three of those All-NBA gua'ds have 
in eorTuttun? Not one of (hern krtows what, 
it Feels like to put a bewilde red univer- 
sity Oh hi is s boulder!; and guide it hack to 
national prominence. But Burke does, 

'This program hasn't been this Far in 
two decades," says Burke, a native of 
CaLumbus, OH, who led UM to 
the Championship game as a r^i 
sophomore. "Just Lo he hack Jfl 
in this situation definitely jfl 
means the world to the 
alumni, and it means th e 
world to us. Last year when 
I came back, I announced 
to the media that I wanted U 
to compete For a National 
Championship. A lot of people 
looked at me like I was craiy " 

If you watched any of Michigan 
this past season, you already know fh»t 
the 6-1 late bloomer -he was not off ered 
a scholar sh p from Ohio statu, the school 
he gf ew up around the way From -is n't 
craiy...|ust traiy skilled. He's^uLsy in 
the lane free -throws attempted as 
a sophomurel. pal slued with (he pass (a 
school-record 260 assists this year! and 
big when it matte rs (YotfTube himk Maybe 
h« does haw something in common with 
Parke'. Rondo and Paul after all. 

On the season, the 20*year*old averaged 
15.6 ppg 6.7 apg, 3.2 rpg and 1.6 spg. In 
the process, he became the first Wolverine 
to win the Wooden Award as the best col- 
lege player, 'My teammates and coaching 
staff put me in this position," says Burte r 
who dlso snagged AP PDY honors and 
the Oscar Robertson Trophy. "I wouldn't 
he „ible lei receive- (hose awards without 
them, I wouldn't even be i n the talk." 

After the heartbreaking title loss to 
Louisville, Burke could have easily deflect- 
ed questions »ibnul the game ,-nd Instead 
enterta'ned ones about his bright NBA 
future that, after declaring For the Qra ft, 
is set to begi n in June. But he didn't, 'I sti ll 
haven't been .ible In really grasp it. ie;iLLy," 
Burke says, 'I've had a good «reef sd far, 
but I think this would have been the icing 
on the rn k« . To not he able to get it done 
as a team hurts me person ally. I wanted to 
win this bad -DEHA1CO WILLIAMS 



- 


i 


NOYZ 


That Jh>- 2 Nets ud'r^qs waa b-are'v ■er^ecthin KUt ftnii Kinl't. But nen Jay ‘a qo^nf 10 C*ia - iqe the agent q-a na. Maybe?... .TNe Racket* 
madtthe FiiyotfB 11 a® an $ wc naryl Mecey ih tht sreateyt wcseuttoetmttie htBtflry of the H§ai , ,yv» dam know Mite Himsap yery meil a 
bi.t tc* a Scorn with yc i.rg flayers that was □n'noH <t motivated to keep cast-s ccwn we iaund ns hiring creative and imtngu : ng. I he Cato 


LO . I V 
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huu rnnEHCiratyuuf via ram iluaes. lotm rnoki tab: jesse o. cmfumiiumt/mui via ram elwhes, backii rttnrawNFWE ha beitv images, CMurnoH FimvmE/NFtaf via 
mttv JkiAAES; pru cm rmu tciph chabueb imaaea, wa nn kwm t nft finm wiitihep.infiae giA betty TMAras; iurmkv ttiiYiEPyuMEvu geth jmaaes, 

mi':KV wIOhEBinRAE II IA GETTY IMA AES, MEHRSA WuCHAZAtyHftAEVU GETTh IMAAES, RfluAE tiEFJHEl r.'AETTv ELhGEA Bl'H'H.H 1‘^tt'llJErhYjFtAE HA BETTY TUAra.S 





Si 




OF THE MONTH 

E 



V SHANNON 


Lirte □/ CJii! JWuOthrCarmelo 
.-V j k L ] L-: h i aj ■ : 1 fki irlcig Ti Lie; .TEt 
Smith,: I Si sth Mini oftSw 
Year Award. After grabbi ng 
,l pU 1 of inrlividuiil licin^fr^ 

: k : i ■: I llitr EiistH No. ii! sued, 
t’ohwi ng vrjiTK j.fkd years of ineptitude, the 
K 1 1 ii k - I mIY 1 1 illy i r|5;Li I ud NBA Tl-Icy alter 
ivitFi a negulaT sr-juson tj"i rrnmviher. With 
a Littlr bit of a M:l\ off 11111. this siUHtm will 
JO down ;l 5 4 v sjurtTSS- hut in NYC, success 
horcids L-vpiftiLt iutL"-, ho hr sun- 
the L'ity in ^<1111^ L'i hr asking 
for a lot more nest year. 
Lyrics of the Montfa 
“H‘Twn n^Eccond home 
Like I \n Jat'LiEiS Harden 
Money counter go burrr, when 
xxm ki IIjli’oiii. U ictJaiclciS,’ Drake, "NoNru 
I ' : : I - 1 ■■■'/■ r..i S . It llHH 

Im'l i] a lu'L'iikniit.M'ii-yiicL for. I ana:* 1 lanliii. 



on and off the court. Ele started to bubble- 





u|i .;L-,r hl ;l’,i.'M. Lh.iI his 1 lame Lin:-- 1 :■ l- <■ 1 1 
dropped In lyric after lyric this eeuoo, 
jh i.-', idttwi d by nri/j'y'avfifHC-offof DJ 
■ I ■■, upcoming nib 1.1 Hi . 

A fde of Two ices of the 
jj?t- . Fot Dn'Li iri [I .re, the 
S 012 - 1 J season was the best 
of timi^ und tlic v.’orjrt of 
times. He led the League in 
chyiihh'-chpihh'K .smi m;i.di' the 
All-Star team, only to have his name hr eon a 1 
Hy:L.:u:_vmiiLij> wlLIl Li-::-i'i i hr jjkLi ioriLi'fL'iisie 
at the Sloan Conference, He helped lead the 
Wurrii ilx hark Lnllir Playoffs— iiiai/kLiiK Ills 
first mr pofit-eeason appearance— only to 
1 di'i.rtL iii iraiiH' ] ivLLIl a .season-ending Iji- 
ju ry. No doubt hi 1 will remember th is season 
■ b l 1 ■: I a turse. 



i 
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OVERSHADOWED 

Coutht li Kfeol. but he may iilwjya be 
remembered as wmootie who played with 
John Wall — on the cusp of true stardom — In 
college Hemsworth has a brother named 
Liam, who plays Gale in The Hunger Games 
trilogy. Gifts like him. 


FUTURE 

A Thof sequel is Coming, and more Avengers 
movies, as Chris' star is clearly on the 
rise. OeM arcus has been through some 
storms, but one day he will cash i n a s a free 
agent, whether in Baer amento.i 1 Seattle or 
somewhere else. 




ANGER 

As Thor, Chits could have lived a good Life as the 
Cud af Thunder, son of the king. But hi i temper 
end pride forced him to prove himself in bottle, 
leading to his fall. DeMarcos can't seem to keep 
that temper under control, whether feuding 
with pLayers, coaches or officials. 


LONELY 

starring opposite Kristen Btewarl in a movie is 
like playing for the Sacramento Kings One day 
you look around at your co-workers and think 
to yourself, “This is who I have to work with?" 
DeMarcus could be making the move to rainy 
Washington stale soon — like 3 -el 1 .1 Swan! 
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THE BODY 

Chris has the action hero physique, which is 
how he got from the Australian Outback and A 
Cabin in the iVoods to Fhe A vengers. DeMarcus 
lhas what NBA CMIs covet; slit, strength and 
the Length to bang with any other big rren nut 

thsrfl, 




pteyed haifl all yeacand fheli-yeung playe*-s seemed to develop. 5e what did MJ and C u. de? F rt Mm ! Unless vou can pul o*r a free -agent heist like the Peat did In 
SC 10, it tak es thr« ytiiAs, otters man* M»r^. te build a cirampiarvehlp- caHberteap, yet there at^ Tr^ncMsee out rnar i a«hanfl[liAg t»i*ir plan agery 10 manths. Mai-eeno 
ssiftc At Ica-stthc Lot-; Evi'ltully tanked tier way into having the bett chance at th* first pick intfia Draft, Qh Shout put to that cues "Losjsrjo caBakei'ft" .. 


] flFtV.HI AM [INI INE-COItf IT 
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IlN VOUR FACEl 


PAIN 


GAI 

N 

Portia nr: Tr 

ail Blazers 


Sacrifice can fee a double-edged sword. 

Take III HidkiOh'i '12-13- itattifi: The 6-9. 

* 

, 2A £-pa und ath late played out of 

pa^at itin Ai lc-iiIci fm Ihe Bkaieri. -y 

While that distinction meant lie 
started eweiy game, averaging j 

career-hjghs in field goal percent- 
age (Sbi and rebounds (10.4 1. it , <* 

also meant chat h® took a pounding, 
matching up against players multiple '* 

inches taller and thi rter, Wh en the 
Blazers' 32 came to a ccrcluaian. CM Neil FPjH 
CUshey publicly questioned Hickson's fu- 
ture with the organization. And it makes 
sense; The natural power forward is likely 
ta command more money and minutes 
■n the open market than the Blazers are 
willing to provide. 

"I puit came in with the mindset of, 

I’m gonna do whatever they want me to 
da." layi Nick ion, "Ai fAfAi being CO |he 
court, whatever’s going ia get me an the 
* ****** " 

Ov?r the course of SO games this past 
season. Hick son's 40 double-doubles 
almost e^ualrd his four-year career total 
of ill. Additionally,, the Nc Btate product 
posted an average of 12.7 ppg in 29 min- f * 
utei oF high-flying action per game. . P .^. 

“I th in k Ben Wallace f ^els my pai n!' ■ * . 

jokes Hickson of amassing those stats all 
while playing out of position ^ 

The Blazers entfed the season ana 13- ' t 
gam e Loiiog =tf eak , but 4.lot of pa iltiues *>• f 
can he drawn for Hick son. After all, he ' ■*» 

wai g vtn .i itjuian Lo leaJite bath Im “ — * ' * 

potential and limitations. With the right 
sstufit-an, jnd n th* right pdiltlon he 
proved he could bring a lot to a team , 

"Ciuyi In Ihe b.iskel b.sll wmld I'ospect 
guys who play hard " says Hickson, !* * 

"As long as I gain people's respect, that's 
all I ask For" — TRACT WEISS ENBER-G 










NurZ 


PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR ALL AVERAGE NBA PLAYERS, AKA THE MAJORITY OF NBA PLAYERS: YOU da NOT need 
a persona! puhHoBtln eddltlfln to yaurtearw end agent PR The good pubBcsata are t®» erptnalve hory®i.j, and the Pad tmse, who 
k'lawi little about the MBA end probably fa«g nna.it cra'nn'sr, will juat yen look bod. Ytu can thank i.s later RU Iriccmc ? 


Lfl !il AW 
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HOMEWOOD 
^ 40 * SUITED 


JJiEWn 


SATURDAY, JUNE 15 

SATURDAY, JJLY 6* ‘ 

> SUU.M1I 

ATLANTA 

if 

INDIANAPOLIS 

* 

• BALTIMORE 

SATURDAY, M 22 - 

SATURDAY. JULY13 

* SATURDAY, AUG. 17 

KANSAS CITY * ’ 

CHICAGO 

LOS ANGELES 

SUNDAY, JUNE 3J) ' .. 

SATURDAY. JULYZfl 

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

LOUISVILLE 

NEW YORK' 

SATURDAY. AUG. 31. DHLS 










A JONES FOR INDIANA 


Though Skylar Diggins is repping T ulsa now, her life-long home of South Bend, IN, will 

never be too far in her rearview. By Yaron Weitzman 


HOME MADE 



GHulL cut t e fllri Shcnl Sehinmel tu+ this yesr's ■women'i NCAA Ttiumev mere efttert*1«Tinj the rrwnf*— at least until 

the Ct-anpinngtnp Ciamn,,,, With playse* Hire hpr- a nr. graanna Stewart In Ml 1 1*3* end thp WMHA boasting Sis-nane mnlr'P4 iwh *$ 
the- one an this aoge, a-s wc'l ac a rdatvcly healthy new TV ccal, wamen'e haops v; or he come jp in general Jt the liomslei Twins 


H'Maumr-p Scott, her stepfather — FrfJL who- work 5 
at the MLK jr Center, used to coach hoys.. But then 
when | got to- be like 10 or 11, we found a bunch of 
other girls who really wanted to play. So we made 
a team and he became my coach. 

SLAM: Did those teams play against girls or guys? 
SD. Before we made that team, until I was about 
10, 1 only played on teams with guys. Then at 10 I 
wasn't allowed to anymore, but our gir.s team did 
play against boys teams. I did that until I turned 
11 — then we Joined the A ALI circuit and there we 
only played against girls. 

SLAM: Mark Cuban said he'd consider drafting 
Er^fney Gn'ner? Lyfbufd jratr want a shot jf f fin 
NBA? ' 

SO If anyone could do it, it's Brittney. But yo-u 
know, it's Funny, in our sport, we're always trying 
to compare ourselves to the guys and stuff like 
that. I just want to play the women’s game. I've 
always, dreamed about playing in the WNBA, and 
now that that opportunity has come around, I'm 
going bo take It and run with It. I've never been a 
person who felt Like I had to prove myself playing 
agamst guys. 

SLAM: Crowing up, were you a fan of the WNBA? 
LD. loved th.dt Houston Comets dynasty team 
at the beginning of the WNBA. The one with Cyn- 
th i.a Cooper, Sheryl Swoop** and Tina Thompson. 
I really loved Cynthia Cooper. She changed the 
game 

SLAM.- LVa j jfif a person you mode fed your game 
after? 

SO For sure And lots of others. I try to take 
something From every good player, man or wom- 
an, like how Tamika Catchings plays defense. 

How Diana Taurasi — she just has that -dog in her 


and will kill anybody to get some buckets. And 
Kobe., too — ha's the same way. They're both ag- 
gressive and can take over .a game on both ends 
of the floor and just have that "refuse to lose" 
attitude. Not >3 Lot bf players have that. 

SLAM' Have you teen afcfe to meet any of those 
players you admirt d growing up? 

I actually just got to mast Sheryl Swoopes, 
who was a player I always Looked up to. I remem- 
ber when | was a kid going to a game and seeing 
her play, and then waiting For her outside the 
arena with my mom for, like, an hour, So meeting 
her was pretty cool. I did n't tell her that story, 
though [laugh s| 

SLAM: What was the A-orst job you had growing 
up? 

SD: I never really worked when I was a kid 
[laughs]. Can I tell you what my best job was? 
SLAM- Pfease. 

LID: l had a Job working with kids when I was 
younger, like doing skills camps and things Like 
that- I thought that was pretty dope I really liked 
that. 

SLAM: Do yuu yp£ jSJdtdFaif f.'W gueitksOS about 
being an attractive women's basketball player? 
SB: Well, I get It a lot more (ban you would 
expect, and I really don't know what people 
want me to say. I'm not the type to walk around 
and say, Look, at me, ITn so pretty, I just play the 
game and Let people say whatever they want to 
say, and if they're watching our gafiiits, then I re- 
ally don t care. So met imes the stuf F sa id to uch es 
a nerve, but as long as people understand that I 
work hard on my craft and that's why I've been 
able to get to where I am today, well I guess then 
It 's Ok. 


SLAM- TeJf us a for f fa bit about your hometown 
SD: I grew up in South Bend, IN. Because Notre 
Dame is right there, South Bend is a big football 
town. But Indiana is also- a huge basketball state 
where people take the sport very seriously, 
which is the environment I grew up in. 

SLAM. WJwre'dyou \p£nd most of you.- f. , rut j in 
South fiend? 

SD: The Martin Luther King Jr Community 
Center — | call it "The Center." I was there ail day, 
every day wor k mg on my ga me. Th at's really 
where I learned how to 
play and where I devel- 
oped my skills. 

SLAM: VV.Vji Ljuy.'u 
you .bow to piay? 

SD: Well, (started 
playing when I was 
about 5 or 6 years 
old, 1 tried soccer- 
and softball 


beFare- 
hand, 
but 

basketball 
just kind uf stuck 
with me. So 
before I started 
playing, my dad 


aa ::i 
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JACK flEMPSiY/nftlflBAM 



SUPERSONIC 

Usain Bolt* the fastest man alive and a big NBA fan, 
speaks on running, dunking and his favorite player 
and team, Kevin Garnett and the Boston Celtics. 


Thanks to his epk performance on the world 
stage at the 2012 Olympics in London, where 
he became the first man to win the iQQ-m and 
ZM-m double at successive Games, Usaln Bolt 
needed no introduction when he Look center 
court at the 2013 Sprint NBA All-Star -Celebrity 
Game in Houston Jn sgjm? full of megawatt 
celebrities, the world's fastest human — end hij 
signature Llghtnlng-bolt pose — stnLe the show 
when, in the waning minutes of the first quarter, 
he switched gears and sprinted past the defense 
on a "fast - ’ break For a wicked two-handed 
sla m d unk SLAM caught u p with the Gatorade 
pate hman and self-proclaimed "greatest athlete 
to live' to Lak about his Love of hoops and why 
he's a ride-or-die Boston -Celtics Fan. 

SLAM - LVfrs t was it like playing ,'n the cefeinfy 
yame ,.i, ! AJf-STjr We-ekef bJ? 

UB It was fun. We got beat bad r because th eir 
team was much more serious and played a 
little harder than I thought they would, but I 
really enjoyed It and It's something I would do 
again, Kevin Hart made me laugh the whole 
time I was on the court. He said ridiculous 
stuff, so it was fun to gel to do that with him 
SLAM: And you caught a nice d unk. 

UB: I'm more of a better soccer player than a 
basketball player, but I'm 6-5 so I can throw 
down. I can dunk. 

SLAM: Alow much of a basketball fan are you? 
UB: I'm a big basketball fan. It r s a lot of teams, 
but I'm a Boston Celtic fan. IVe been a Celtic 
fan since Kevin Garnett gut there. I was a 
TimberwoLves fan and fen became a Boston 


fan when KG came. I'm a KG fan. everywhere 
KG goes, I support 

SLAM: Why do you like tf'G so much? 

Ull- KG for me, he's a fighter, he r s a leader, he's 
a Champion. I seen him go through a lot. He's 
very tougi- mentally, and he goes out there and 
plays hard and always gives f 30 percent. 5o for 
me, that's the biggest thing Even when was 
injured, he was always therewith his team, 
.always supporting them,, always pushing them 
to be the best, so for me, that s something 
big. That's a Leadership quality that I Like and 
appreciate. 

SLAM: V-ocrVe a freak of nafure on fhe tracJt. 
Who's your equivalent in t he NBA ? 

UB: I'd say right now LeBron, but I think* Kobe, 
everything he does. I'm like, "Oh God ’ That's 
what you say when Kobe dues something 
amaasng. But I'm not surpr ised 
SLAM: Mow often do you play ba-Ji' these days ? 
UK- I played basketball all my life growing up, 
but because I do track, my coaches never let 
me play, and they always try to stop me from 
playing, so I stopped. I don't get to play a Lot of 
basketball anymore. 

SLAM* Ho w many Crimes a day do you gal chal- 
lenged to a race by random people? 

OB: I get challenged to races every day. Any- 
where I go, I get that 

SLAM* Js rf possible to bn? ad* your own record? 
UB: I train hard and I work really hard for what 
I want, so I think there's a possibility that I can 
go faster and break my own record, yes. 

— MAURICE DODD 


can actually play (herd to know much about Ihe e-emu in Idahe], they may be the tipping point .... 
Btvy. Leuwv’iliB* aiMeOcs in general w#jur pif-eps. ACC AOs better- be reetty te work ..... 

Hrctty scan there will hr- tcvjci* -crlKiak "utty Srvritti hasn't charted ut than ann r 2 hat 
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IN YOUR FACE! 


THE L AST 

Mar tell Web star I 

Washington Wizards 


1 Ivs Last time Martell Webster s name 
in these pagas as morn than a 
footnote, the Trail Mazers had just 
made him the No, £ pck in the 05 NBA 
□raft, the Last year high sell oolers could 
make the jump straight to the L. Then 
a teen age pra p sta r from 5 eattle. WA . 
Webster would get to stay in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

But before this season, after being 
miscast and sufferings slew oF injuries 
in Portland and Later M nnesola, the 6-7 
wing signed a one-year deal ip Washing- 
ton, where he carved out a role as one of 
the NBA's best iong-rar*gs shooters and 
posted career-highs in nearly every sta- 
tistical category, including minutes [iff 9 
per game!, points (11.4 b and th ree- point 
shoaling [42 percent |. 

Webster says lie prefers not to critique 
his own game hit by hit. hot acknowl- 
edges that he's had a hardwood revival 
in DC. Haw? 

“lust experience. he says. "You begin 
to prioritize. Your individual n l - .i- d 
certain things aren't important anymore, 
like trying to score all the points prove 
to everybody ! can dribble and whatnot. 
That's not a big factor; it’s just playing 
the game and getting wins." 

And while the Wizards may only have 
won 29 games. Webster was part oF a 
combination that — when finally at full 1 
strength, health- wise — had Washington 
looking the part of a May of F contender 
post- All-Sta r br-rak I n thp mid st of that 
run, on March 16,. he dropped a career- 
best 34 pointy in a win over the Suns, 
including seven treys. 

Having finally tapped into his considen 
able potential by finding a niche as a 
floor-spreading iwingman. Webster 
wishes he could 1 have given his younger 
sell same advice 

' Let the game came ta yaw. Don't try ta^j 
force anything, play off your teammates. 
That s the most important thing.' 1 says 
the 2d -year-old. having wrapped up his 
eighth season. "A lot of guys come into 
the League thinking that it's most mpor- 
tant to havr th* ball in thsip hands Sot 
you can be very effective — as effective 
as having the ball in your handt-^ 
without it in your hands, you just have to 
knevw how to move without It." 

— ABE SCH 1VADHO N 






NOYZ 


GhubL out ia Ike Black Falcon for living up to his nlckiame every contested dunk he nukt Off. That reverse Join t awr Anthony 
Randolph In tke First rows had serums siamede potential It riSA Photo* hari only, yn.i tmm, gotten the pimto Wallace might 

hare to change that nckncnc to £rasic J. rwj?-. ri , What's up, Ricky Lcdo? Can uncase tract our guy Lines lrigc ri* abni.t the SCC 
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ROOKIE DIARY 


BRAD BEAL 


cool to have, knowing that I'm just 
starting ioiucceed j Little bit. But IVe 
still got a lot of work to do of course 

Hi mainly be home in.,.. 

St. Louis and in DC this summer. II might 
go to Florida For a little bit, just to get 
away, work out with Coach Donovan a 
bit. I r m debating a vacation, too. I want 
to take one but I don't know where 
to go, so it's st il I up in the a ir, E nt t h p 
guys say I need to take one. 

This is my iasc... 

Rookie Diary with 5LAIM, Thanks for 
reading this year. I want to thank the 
man upstairs, of course. I want to 
thank my Family for always supporting 
me. And I want to thank my team- 
mates and coaches, too. Peace! 


Man, nhe season went by... 

so fast'. Now that it's over, I'm back 
in DC. I'm working with the training 
staff and otherwise hanging at the 
crib. Things slow down a bit when 
the season ends, sol also have time 
to re Fleet on what I did throughout 
the year. Otherwise, my days are 
boring now. I don't have nothing to 
do except lift, rehab and chill 
Basically, that's alt I can do. 

J /earned a lot.., 

this year, both on and off the 
court- My teammates gave mp Lsfp 
Lessons— how to handle certain sit- 
uations and how to make decisions 
that are smart For you. Like, when 
I was injured, they fold me to stop 
playing and not to push it because 
I have a bright Future ahead of me 
that I shouldn't jeopardize. On the 
court, my IQ grew from experience 
and from playing, and my team 
mates and coaches did a good job 
helping me adjust, too. 

Before the season . 

I wanted to beat the rU m bers j 3 1 . 2 
mpg. 13.9 ppg. 3.8 rpgfl put up. 

But I definitely take pride in what I 
die do A lot of rookies don't even 
get to play, So to be one of the 
youngest In the Draft and score 
10-pLus points a game and play the 
amounts of minutes I played, yeah, 
I can take pride in that. But I still 
have a lot of room to grow, 

Orta of the roost surprising 
things about this season 

was t Hr amount of respect I got- 
It was different. I mean, I wasn't 
necessarily surprised, but it kind of 
hit me Like, These guys know and 
respect me now, That was pretty 


function 11 snail? Let Of WathiigtftP 

wi»p(Ib *n KYFE tniB mart** huh?L.,„ 
Wo ;cc you, H]3 tc Roc two'll 





DREAMING 


of a CAREER in 






Start or Advance your Career in: 

* mttt' 
bpDrts Agent . piaj* r Personnel 

* Broadcasting . Marketing 

* Game Operations * Management 

* Coaching , Fmn) 

f 1 Wn? cw ' ses bv bastarthaii starts 

Ed'SL mra T tFfank W G ° lden GM 

tc fir jn t , nea Announcer Brian Wheeler, NBA Agent Jeff Brudw 
a.^d Blue Print Baskethg.'l Irving Roland 

Leam the statls and the strategies (o arfuante to the front of the hiring 
Ihe rn the NBA N» A , *WRA, NBO L , (JSBA. ot Intel nafonnl fe a g Ues 

CUm,3 ' Stf9B -H*® adding. 

^ !he *' S|>fl " a,e b >' the ** a EA Snorts,- S*ner 0 y Sports 


•Attend! our 
Basketball Career 
Conference during 
the Las Vegas 
Summer League 
July 13*20, 2013 



SPORTSMANAGEMENTWORLDWDE 

#1 Leader in Sports Career Training | www.SMWW.com | ’ 377-SMWW-Now 


Earn college credit or $ Maslers/Doctorate with ttiese courses 
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BOUNCE, BOUNCE 

Dunk Contest winner Terrence Ross and n AII Gold Everything 4 ' rapper Trinidad Jame$ 
have both had rookie years to remember, By Tzvi I wereky 



Ti 










When J won._ 

the Dunk Contest, I saw Drake on the sidelines. going -c razy. 
After that night, I was hanging out with him for a couple of 
days,. It was- definitely tool, and since the Dunk Contest, I've 
seen getting a Little more attention. 

Trinidad Jame$._, 

is cool. I've teen listening to Trinidad's remijt te "All Gold 
Everything' 1 lately. The original song was dope, and the rami* 
is definitely tight, too, because he hasTI, Jeezy and 2 Chaim 
on it. 

Before games , 

toward the end of the season, I was listening to that new A5AP 
album, that Kendrick album. It's kind of those two with Like a 
little Meek Mill. That gets me hyped 

Off the court... 

i Look for somethin g mellow, something with a story, some- 
thing that gets you a way.. C rowing u p, I went to a few concerts 
and I listened to a Lot of Lll Wayne, Young Money. 

The connection between... 

hoops and hip-hop is real. There are a Jot of basketball players, 
like Mill y guys Lou Will urns [who Is from Atlanta but played 
with the Sixers for seven seasons] . md Dion Waiters, who 
associate themselves with, like. Meek Mill, You can see how 
rappers a nd hoopers who come out oF a n area vibe togeth er. 







NOYZ 


Cuaiqn: Trinidad DE FIN TTELY Have* 1 4 shuuL. He is gaod at it, though ...There go aur Urea "-a jf one Pay having a Stephen JlCkMft, Spues 
Assistant dsach business »iu ..KXl's iOV3 freshmen > »HCAA basketball's jois fnwlwnen,, ,Jn case you were wandering since we 
caVt i.pdatc you atyna'c, the AU4 - c still a 'yic-ss. Maw that tic rn;cs started ta sniff around, Snot ■■league-" might actiu'ly go away .... 


f was there for the... 

Dunk Contest. Terrence can fly. man. Terrence can fly. Drake 
was definitely super-fiap py for him, because he's From Toronto. 
That one dunk he did, where he jumped over that kid, was crazy. 


f played.* 

organized ball slightly, a Little bit in high school. Now I play 
whenever I get a chance. I'm a guard. I love to shoot — shooting 
is my for te. I got good k nnwl edge of the ga me l reaLly love 
basketball. 


I grew up ... 

on the BulLs, man M|, baby. That's my team,, that's what it's all 
about right there. I remember looking at those classic games, 
against the Utah |azz, with my parents, My mum and my dad 
were against Jordan; they went for Utah because it was old 
school. 6ut I was a Jordan guy- 1 ride with LeBron now, as far 
as players go, but the bulls are, and are always going to be, my 
team. 


For me, basketball is.. 

a mental, release. When I'm out there playing basketball I'm 
just focused on being the best that I can be. I never think: about 
anything negative wen I'm playing basketbal I . I'm only focused 
on getting the ball In the hoop and making good plays, making 
my team belter, winning games. I'm only fucused on positive 
things,, and that’s what I like about basketball. It really allows 
me to be free 
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Thousands Now Dunk Who Never Thought They Gould 




The 


More Inches to your 


®<:iis 


MensHealth 

YouiTO 


•atj wetebte j - 1 


Why Shouldn't Yolt Be Next?.,. These Once Ordinary Bailers 
Are Now Hometown Siam Dunking Heros... 

"lour Jump.-olos work like .1 chumi. I'm ?'6 M mid die shortest guy on Llie l ourl iiaos-L L iniev w hen L 
play pick-up Earnes. I’ve always in anted to feel what 1 L'h like lo dunk on tU ft. I liaitks to yon guys. I 
vi il-. able to experience dial fee Ling. I wus pliiv mg a l^jliul- and J ^oL a steal. Iran all'ulJ speed dew n Lin: 
court. I had no intent bn of dunking it ho I j u^1 went up for a layup When I was 111 ihe air I notice d 
■ Inii iIjv hull Uw nftl and ?w w?i* tdy HwJ^d- So I jnt-l threw. ilrfow u yjx-jil l ■.•L-li ■■ rp_ My 

lenswt-n^shiikSiig. This one guy wjtBeH^itiAw FlyM" It wouldn't have been 

p..--.i:-.k- is ill'. ml lnnip-ioLs :i nl I ■ ■■1 i- ; -I : -r I i:r l- ■ .1 1 imp m T „■■■ 1 1 ;i ■. . 1 1 1 : uk' " v l :i:- .. ll-.i 

dreams esrofe 1 rue ' " ■ "Rick M . Costa Me^t, C A 


"I'm ST and oenv dunk on a |fl If goal At first I didn't belie vi that someone widd pin 5- 1 11 i-i-li^*- 
iti vertical, but now 1 do belie ve it. My nrctdwik was at niy eousdri's house- We wem up the street to 
the basketball court in have a jumping contest. TTe get ckwse tn sht iim and cl^lle niged me to do 
b^l^JJelL^Qokamuidp - and [ dunked Ute hall having gotten up -so high ihai my head w;b 
almnut over the ^11 _T1 ian Vs, Inm pKotes .1 1 -. P l-.-.l ru'. ?:irk . '< ^ 


f-ftsfcerM' >n 


PtGtulsifffftsr “Jwjjsy 


1. Hi gh er Jumping Efficiei 1 cy ; Prop rioc epk m a are 
pnolessional LntmcrV favorite \mi\ to strcnglhen foot 
and ankle muscles If you have WLJLikiiu^s in urn of these 
sirens* valuable energy generated in your calves imd 
quads gets lost into the ground. Jumping off weak feet 
aod ankles is like jumping oil' quicksand. Vertical jump 
starts at the point of ground contact. Studies have shown 
thai you can add 1-2 inches in vertical by just having 
stronger Peel atid ankles 


2. Yotrr gain s come sooner: The smmge] your 
muscles arc. the sooner they respond Lo ply omc tries. 
Propiioceptors m used with the Jiumpsoiea Power 
Ply tune tries program, puls power and plvomc tries 
together for a super additive effect. You gel results ovce 
300% greater Ilian each method on its own. You get to 
jump lluat much higher. Tie sure In ordeT Proprioceptors 
alln > our Jumpsolcs Jut even more tidded hops . 


The World’s til 
Vertical Jump System! 


Academy 

V"nT| a Tuin^iiffp 


Older Oniine Now: s la mjum pso les.com 

Fr*i: Ts/ij! LUiYtii Wl'tfl }«M]i nfLLVIB GXlfc# 

Or Call 1-800-JUMPUSA ext 405 

n-tit 7*},j\ if Yu l- IJktftbOr/ S'arr 


Qee iifcji iv.tt ofdvf 

If y-u-u r-jt. itci i Siam Ma^dJ'r.'e 


W5C VfE 


tf.ivnr.'t J-C 


Kevin Buffer 
a .ft. a. Bizness 
ESPN City Stem Star 
Jumps of es user 
since Sth grade 


Adds Even 


Proprioceptor 1 "^ plug:* build the 
muscles you. need to make 
Jumpsoles ph mueLri e,s even more 
etleelivc. F3y doing I lie itdv juiced 
propritHiepli ve Irsiining exercises in 
the pToprideepLor r ^ video xoti gel 


ortw 


c\cn more added turns in i«n v.jvs. <****? * 

* — n^viijnl .HurTyi^oioa nnti yidi.rtnri 


"My team gained an average bb 1 inches. I an truly amaiedli" 

- Gary -V Benicia. CA 

"tn my JirnS nenlh et li^ui^ Jumpselea. ] gamed 1(J M . S.pisl won a dunk contest witli jjix new 
361 P I) INK' I hanks jLimpnalnr " - VI . Utira rl. Akron. Oil 

"[gained 1.1". My first dunk wan in aganaeandtheeimvi wenl rrajy! p ■■;. I'm onh r 5 r lO h 

- B. Regi mini d. Chicago. 1 L 

Hnitimciuai remiti, .any Airy. 


Guaranteed to Boost your Vertical 5*10" or Your Money Back 

It's a cmi'icns.iw Plyomctiics is w idch considered o "tnu^f hav e" for increasing vertical jump. 
.Inmp^ik'^ 1 Vl arc the %vnrld famous plyomclric Training platforms that attach onto your shoe. 
JuiTipsnleH dc^ clop fa.nl twite h muscle libers in your ecs 5 or cx.pl Lv^iv e leapura. 1 «d h nlam 
dunkeuiltcst vs.tililt -1 n and Lo]j cuJIege^: pno tennis Jlnnpsulw™ me geuiariLeL-d Le buOal yoUT 
vertical jump 5-1 0** or your money back!* Feeling snick mi tba groniid? Then get itiese. And 
-dart phLiiniiid. whnt you'll dunvilh\'OL'R Jiub pMili^riTlical. Older now. 


fii' :Vdw 4 I&d^O-Stj.'-v-ScC cife j'eci! ^3 iVlter.'iafEb^Mtei^Vs cjf kiCBl ii 5 K-P 57 - 47 S 7 


I 


r LWih Pmc.ngi/^priJi H ’’AiSmO Hops^-SfStflV 

ivff. Hep now cnly ii 4 S .95 +sti S-W or $ 15 (f&})v*ry- 

c - r lh n 10 • 

95 + StQ S-W or if 5 ttfthveiy 

O ^ojpritoeflp(or ,w r A tfi r«f Hops" lyiT&m a ml [mining DVD . 
irfP PJ + 57 SyH ■fJnffl.OSOfes nor jnc^LWO.I 


rVou can A'olc- this (r,*am\it/on Piggcron .? s rca.vj.'c :rt«f otpuperi) 


Send fa 


| CA j*if.s di J d 9.25^ ii.; Cd.-.y Lid -a lto' 5 1 5U5D fc i'ie sfelSeJ Cl I ;-5Ce*S- 

B^dL’Iy A L-liT.yi'i’. 1 / CH^ LUu.'IL^ uufi 2 (7F,i fu* Ph'irlia f ‘l 

deAvarV if f hutv&tt ft r deUbWy ffraibuble i'O US 4J ' ■ ' 

^/ihm - i-H.vpeyeirH^ r-= j um pysA Oept 4(16. 1290 Lawrence SSafton Rd. Sunnyvale, CA 04OSS 


Slice Siz&: . Mens'? \Atornen's? (circle one) 
Visa Amex_ Discv 
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Eaprralicn Dale: 
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Reflecting on 
Jason Collins' 


announcement. 


By Dave Zirin 


as in >w 
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Shout cut It the usually faaiiati NCAA folks far having the gpcaf idea La host the it era's DII and Dill heap ohampiensnips in tic Pinal 
Four city.. ..Meanwhile, conference tournaments and casincs continue to be a match made in hypoc : sy heaven..... Love haw Kevin 
Witt handled everytMng We Jirtt want ta see Lfte Lloyd Daniel* niovlt Frofn new an the emoji ud face win limply be known 


In a bombshell that's 
=> as historic as anything 
J the L h as seen since Earl 
i ns yd became the first 
>“ African American player 
to suit up in the NBA, 34-year- 
old center Jason Collins has come 
out oF the closet. This is of course 
bigger than the NftA. Collins is now 
the First active player in a major 
American vpui ti Leagu* to be but of 
the closet. Writing In a first-person 
piece, with Frank Lidi, for Sports 
illustrated, Collins said, 'I'm a 
3d -year- old NBA center. I'm black. 
And I'm gay. I didn't set out to be 
f h e 1 1 rst o penly gay at h leie p layl ng 
In a ma|or Amerlc an team sport 
But since I am, I'm happy to start 
the conversation, | wish I wasn't 
th e kid i n the classroom ra isi ng h is 
hand and saying, Tm different. 1 If I 
had my way, someone else would 
have already done this. Nobody has, 
which is why I'm raising my hand.' 

The piece has sent shockwaves 
well beyond the world of sports. 

The locker room has always bsen a 
saFe haven oF homophobia but re- 
cently, th# generational changes in 
uur society off the Field of play have 
started to be felt. First in the NFL, 
plaiyers Like Brendon Ayanbadejo, 
Chris Kluwe and Scott Fujita have 
become active and public par- 
ticipants for full marriage e-quality 
and equal rights. Ayanbade|o even 
announced that there were four 
players he knew just wailing for thr 
right time to com# out. The National 
Hockey League recently adopted an 
entire program alongside the You 
Can F’Lay organization aimed at mak- 
ing the locker room a 'safe space" 
for players thinking a bout coming 
out of the closet. Then Brittney 
Griner, who may prove to the most 
dominant women's hoops player 
ever, spoke casually a bout being 
part oF the LGET community. 5 he 
did If so smoothly. It was a question 
about whether she was even "com- 
ing out of the closet" since that 
implies she was once "in." 


Now we have lason Collins and 
it's already clear he will have allies. 
Immediately aFter the article posted 
came this tweet From the grear Karon 
Dat., who wrote, 'I am so proud 
of myb'O ^iasoncollins34 for being 
real. ^FTheHaters." Kobe Bryant and 
many other pro athletes quickly fol- 
lowed with su ppoctive comments. 

■Collins' coming-out story is very 
powerful. He tollies about how the 
bombing of the Benton Mar athon 
"reinforced the notion that I 
shouldn't wait for the circumsta nces 
of my coming out to be perfect. 
Things can change in an instant, so 
why not live truthfully?....No one 
want* to live In fear. I've always 
been scared of saying the wrong 
thing | don't sleep well. I never h^e. 
But each time i tell another person, 

I Feel stronger and sleep a little 


more soundly. It takes an enormous 
amount of energy to guard such a big 
secret. I've endured years of misery 
.Hid gone to enormous lengths ro 
live a lie. I was certain that my world 
would fall apart if anyone k new And 
yet when I acknowledged my sexual- 
ity I felt whole far the first time. I still 
had the same sense of humor, I still 
had the same mannerisms and my 
friends still had my back.” 

One of 1 1 1 # peopl e w ho has Jason's 
back is his twin, slightly younger 
brother Jarron, who also followed 
lason to Stanford and the NBA. As 
|ason wrote, Jarron was shocked to 
learn his "big brother" was gay but 
.after they talked. 'For the first time 
in our lives, he wanted to step «n 
and protect me." 

The question now, however, that 
Collins is an active, out player, is 


if he will have the chance to play. 

As Coll ins wrote, "Now l‘tn a Free 
agent, literally and figuratively. I've 
reached that enviahle state In Life 
in which II can do pretty much what 
I want. And what I want is to con- 
tinue to play basketba.. I still love 
the game, and I still have something 
to- offer. My coaches and teammates 
recognize that, At toe same time, I 
want to be genuine and authentic 
and truthful." 

As of this writing, Celtics coach 
Ooc kivers has stated that he wants 
the 7-0 journeyman back on his 
height-starved team, But Doc is 
not the Celtics GM. It will cerfamLy 
be interesting to see if team b«i 
Danny Ainge, a Mormon bishop, wilt 
bring Collins back. Here's hoping he 
does. His team, the League and our 
society will be better for it. 


DVirJCEJL'DETT’i- [LUGES 
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UNDER-THE-RADAR PLAYERS WHO DEMAND YDUR ATTENTION 


l let/fhtT flTtlfr/ ii/iif Xrn'itwM. t 1 . iFi MitftJ if (Jiftttl hji. 

hti 1 One (i-f tin 1 t(3p iiikl-major p-Trj^rjni ij? in the eonntiy, 

UT M-a i ti n ti-.iH l-m - riled Late I v bur gc Ly thank h to-itri umimng 
Jili i ii ir lm~kc\mrL A. m-S .n] l-: m :■ L L i i" p,n;n.i]. IhilJri: Ihl'julk’ LLil' 
[insrgrani'ri nll-tiiiH' H'OLing lFfldak*t with l 2 ±\ 74 

I ii ii i M..-- ; h l i ■: I - 1 1 j j h L i ii". 'Ilie jin i ii ir ml 1 L an NVAA n'rord v. ith 7 it 
TOiuiCTiuti^gimes^'Lth n th rw-poiirt field goal xikI Ihnilvik- 
liiL 1 iTou.mLi 1V1 rairerr Leader in tl]ri'L-|i(H.nl Jli'UI After 

HifLajing £ 3.0 paints fewotid incfliftrctKt, seventh inna- 
Lloh.i mill +.1 iL’L'JKtK (klxLIi □ c l Cl- j- l- c l-: m ’> , UliIIlt was i i;kLi il-:I 
to dir All-Ohio V+il!k , yG)nti‘T'. L iHT Hrst-fram for the third 

riJMHLCIjLm'IUlLVOCL. S'L’Vl^HLIi', [I IL'iUt wl iLU 1 , LM ill HI 1 I L ' ! LT" L 1 1 ”, I ILT 

murk nil over the nceorvl book-*;. Hhf juwt b^CJLtllT thr first LIT 
M inti n player i ij hintory to win the Ohio YjLk_v Cotifr wncc 


PIuvlt of the- Year twice mtixl ii a L ready the program’*- ,ilL-t in u- 
:is^ists li'iulrr. This pii_st srnsrm, Krv.ioirir led -thn- OA t’ in 
scoring <22.* i\ assist* (5^51 and steak 01!. Additionally, sbr 
was njiLlwd UVC! DtdeimVti POY for llir kixxmii] tiius.- in LIliht 
years, as Bit'Ll as 1'ouTiumkmt MVP. 

lirrli t 'iniu'r, I'Tifralu Hoff f A I ;lhv>tLLl s of tlw S [A M Erl. 

who used to be Ix'st known ft)T tetmii ng with Austin Rim-.*: in 
I'Tli Hi'hcKtl, ticHLmrhk'v.- li |:- -:lurLi i;^ Marrli VfruliM'.fH.'lliL'ft-tf 
IxiLiitgiLartLgiiufcd PGCU on * m^gkiil run that r- ■ inched the 
HwiaLlfi. In Llair tw rhTyuntey w ins. L.'<]inei‘ ; a HiiiihauKhce, 
finidii'd with bnck-to-twk cltKible-datiMi's Ui! poiirtH, IQ il-f- 

jfitftv; 10 pi ili ik, 1+ iutctuLH). f Jn liiL' tLe supn-'iir IulmlIIl'J' 
and pa xxi*t average I H.tl points, (f.ti n.Rvists and multiple 
highliglLt-WToethy play -a game.— I nAaitON! calll 



Coach Not D’Antoni 

@ C oac h N ot DA nto n i 

L*j 1 , bilbyt h t i ji :/M k 1 ic, it i fee i v--. ctwi 






I i Coach Not D’Antoni ©CoachNotDAntoni 2*5 April 

Told you Gasol and Howard couldn’t play together. We get down to 
,B them and get knocked out of the Playoffs. 

Expand 



Coach Not D’ Antoni ©CoachNotDAntoni 

How many Playoff series do I have to lose to get a statue outside? 

Expand 




Coach Not D’Antoni # CoachNotDAntoni 
Anyone seen Steve Nash? We could totally use him. 

Expand 


22 April 



Coach Not D’Antoni CoachNotDAntoni 
Goudelock? Is he House of Baratheon or Lannister? 

Expand 


18 April 


H Coach Not O’Antoni ©CoachNotDAntoni isAprii 

(Subtweet: Great, just what Kobe needs, more time to criticize me.} 

Coach Not D'Antoni ©CoachNotDAntoni iSAprii 

Get well soon Mamba 

Expand 




Coach Not D’Antoni ©CoachNotDAntoni 
Thursday night, TIME FOR SCANDAL!! 

Expand 


11 April 





as tie 11 Eric ■Gordon 1 ' Seattle Qeacats, anyone? Xcca grinding. Chris Wright!.. .Got well icon, Rbss. That ish with ycu and Bloke sold pretty well,, 

so we've become even b : gger fens of yours. Dct QKC misses JH new, though... .In general, it's like we've obways said: Respect the game. Everything news 
ri'dfti thei-*.. ..Marly Bldb;e Andy Ddbqherly Sill G hap Id id G r dg WiUd-d Marly EUatt Alrif DiUflhsrty.. ...Bill Ghdplund . Greq Wi-lard .. 
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FIGHTING SPIRIT IMPRESSED US BEFORE HE EVEN ENTERED THE NBA. 
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BY LANG WHITAKER 


* * EV'ir Durant i i sitting In a Seat along the baseline at 

2** Madison Square Garden. Ifs a few minutes before noon, 

a few minutes after the Thunder finished their pre-game 
* walkthrough. Durant is wearing Oklahoma City Thunder- 
branded sweats, white socks and Flip- Flops. |ust next to his feet is a 
pair of Nike KD Vs— blank, trimmed with blue and orange- — which 
he Wore moments earlier during the Thunder'S practice, and whkh 
he plans to wear tonight against the Knicks. Eut now: practice over, 


shoes off. 

Durant is holding a stack of papers, glancing at them occasionally, 
but mostly he's Listening to a member of the New York media talk 
about the renovations impending at Madison Square Garden. When it 
is explained that a skywak will be inserted into the Gji Jen. hanging 
over the court, from basket to basket, allowing fans to have a drink or 
bite to eat while staring down at the action below, Durant |oms the 
conversation, making, several salient points related to patron safety 
He is asked if he plans on wearing the shoes at his feet Late tonight 


in the game at MSG because the shoes are Knitks colors. ’ Man, these 
are Thunder colors! " Durant Laughs. 

A few minutes earlier, Durant spent nine minutes and 23 seconds 
talking with the media. The keyword in that sentence is "with," be- 
cause, even if he doesn't mean to do this, Durant is really good at 
making people Feel included, as iF he's not just talking at you but talk- 
ing with you. NBA players Frequently do this thing where they man- 
age to avoid looking you in the eyes. When I say "you," I mean you, 
the regular person, the fan. I also mean me, the media member, the 
intertoper who has stumbled my way into their path. I don't know if 
it r s because they are mostly so tall that they're used to seeing over 
the Lop or what, but consciously or unconsciously, this seems to be a 
Universal Safety mechanism For NBA players to avoid getting trapped 
too deep into a conversation Take notice during halftime/post-game 
interviews of how often you see players stare right over the heads of 
Sager or Salters. They gaze into nothingness, and perhaps in return 
they retain som-e small shred of privacy. 
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But not Durant, He looks people n the eyes. And in a way, mayibe 
that"* how we should have known all along that there was going to 
he something special about this dude In the spring of 2007, while 
we were working on SLAM 1 TO, I wrote the cover story comparing 
and contrasting the two players who Were at the Lime being debated 
as possible number one overall choices: Kevin Durant and Greg Oden. 

Tp try and find where Durant and Oden differed off the court, I 
asked each of them the same set of 20 questions. For the most part 
they answered similarly, but Kevin Durant gave me one answer that 
I've never forgetten. The question I asked was this: Why should an 


a given. Hut if I tiad the first pick, I'd want the guy Who'S £oirt£ do be 
a legend, or at least give everything he has while frying to become a 
I’egend. I'm not saying Greg Won? he a legend, but l can't get this one 
quote from Kevin ouf of my head; Tm just co id-blooded f really don't 
care. Whoever 's in front of me. Cm going to do my best to -destroy 
them." He didn't sound arrogant when he said it, he just kind of threw 
it obi there casually, but you oouid tell he meant it. And that's the 
mindset rd want to build my franchise around. 

I still think if Injuries hadn't played a part. Oden would have been 
a tremendous N&A player, but all that stuff Durant said^ It actual- 


NBA team make you Hie First overall pick in the NBA Draft? Ly came true. Not even six years later, not even 25 years old, and 

Greg Oden said, "Recause I'm going to be a hard worker. I'm going Durant is already pretty much universally recognizee as not only one 

to came m and I'm gomg to -contribute. I'm going to play my game and o'" the best players in tile NBA today r witll the potential to be one ol 

I'm not going to try to take over the greatest of all time. In six sea- 


and mess up the atmosphere Tm 
going to be a good person, I'Ll do 


WTi H JAMES LAST YEAR, WE WERE 


sons, he's won three scoring titles, 
one Gold medal, is about to be 


my part, work hard and do what's A 2 SEED. BUT V/E HAP FEHED TO named First-Team All-NBA lor the 


best for my team to win." 

This was a perfectly fine and 


HAVE A GOOD RUN IN THE PLAYOFFS. 


fourth time and made his first NBA 
Finals appearance a year ago. 


respectable answer. Until Kevin Qf"| j ty'Q] f^DN'T SAY THAT WF'RE Forme, the most impressive thing 

Durant looked me in the eyes and w about Durant and the Thunder has 

answered the same question in a i II JR 1 lNb ?■' I r HUb I rill ' I. been the way they adjust and learn 


completely different way. "I think 

I have a winning mentality," Durant said. "Even though I'm young, I 
can bring leadership to an organisation. I'm just cold-blooded. I really 
don't care. Whoever'* in front of me. I'm going to do my best to de- 
stroy them. Younger people might back down sometimes, but I think 
I'm a tough player and I don't back down from anything — I accept 


on the fly. It was just Four years ago 
that they finished 26 games under .500. Tile next year' they made the 
Playoffs and lost m the first round . The next year they won in the first 
round and lost in the Western Conference Finals. The next year they 
won in the Western Conference Finals and lost in the N&A Finals. That 
was last year What happens now? 


challenges. I know it's going to be hard, but everything you have to 
face is hard. I'll he young, and I'm sure people will write me off and 
say I'm too small or not ready, hut I've been going through that my 
whole life." 

As those words came out of Durant's mouth, they might as well 
have been Spoken in blinking neon, the Way they jumped out at me. 
They weren't aggressive, they were just... assured. I couldn't shake 
them. Still haven't. And so on July 2, 2007, a week after Oden was 
selected first overall, I wrote this on 51 A Mon line, com: 

If I had the first pick in the Draft, I'd take. .Kevin Durant Loot, both 
of these guys are going to he awesome N&A players— that's basically 


"Wu re a different team/ Durant says. "We've just go-t to learn from 
our past experiences and continue to keep getting better at the small 
things, detail things: setting screens. Setting oUr man Up on plays, rum 
ning all our plays hard, getting in the stance on the defensive end. I 
think those are the small thing* that separate good teams from great 
team*. If we do those, well be fine." 

The big difference-, of course, is that the Thunder will have to sur- 
vive and advance without James Harden, tJleir long-time third option. 
GKO* hig three became a big two — and then, a* we were going to 
press and learned that Russell Westhrook was lost Font the season — a 
big one. Still, while Harden has shined in Houston, Durant says losing 
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BO/JQ/dG thing ie pretty impressive.' 

"Yeah, but I could be a tot better," Durant responds. He is not ickJ- 
ding “I've been missing some shots that I feel like I normally bit. I’m 
not pleased with the way I’m playing. Well, I wouldn't say I’m not 
pleased. The way I'm shooting the ball, it could be better. I think I'm 
rebounding the ball pretty well, I'm passing pretty well, I'm playing 
defers?, but I could be a lot better. I want to shoot the ball a lot bet- 
ter in these nest upcoming gameE. Hopefully I do so. I've just got to 
keep believing in myself; and have faith in hard work And hopefully 
l start to make them." 

He’s already proven that hard work pays off — as a rookie, he shot 
29 percent on tllrees. Gut his Statement to me came after two games 
in which Durant bad shot 40 and 41 percent from the floor. (After 
saying he wanted to shoot better in bis upcoming games, he shot 45,, 
50, 3S, 54, 54 and 53 percent, respectively, In his next six games.} 

Listen to- Kevin Durant talk about Kevin Durant, and you might think 
you're listening to high school punior varsity player sucking up to the 
Coach. This is no breaking news, but at this point Kevin Durant is So 
self-ef faring, he's made humility seem macho. Still, he's proudly a 
mother's boy — he recently showed bis mother how to use FaceUme, 
increasing their already strong connection Just minutes after he 
posted 34, 6 and 6 on the Knicks in the World's Most Famous Arena, 
Durant posted a photo on Ins la gram that bee a me one of the service's 
trending pictures What did he call "the highlight of my night "? Get- 
ting to meet a New York-based preacher. 

As the Thunder heac out of the arena, Durant stands, rising a bit 
above his listed height of 6-9 and ambles toward the freight eleva 
tor. As much as he stood out a few minutes earlier, standing with his 
teammaleS, he easily blends in, a tall guy Lost in a Forest of tail guys. 
He cracks a joke and Russell Westbrook smiles, and then everyone 
slips on oversired headphones and disappears into wordless worlds 
of their own making ♦ 


him hasn’t clouded their outlook. 

"We're confident. Of course, people 
are gonna say we lost James Harden. 
The Way lie's playing now, of course 
they're going to say We're not going 
to be as good, since he's an All-Star, 
averaging 2b a game Gut If he was 
still here, he'd still be around 1 8, 1 7 
points a game. So it's kind of unfair 
for people to say that about how 
|ameS Would play with US, because 
he has his own team; he doesn't have me and Russell on his team 
controlling the ball. A player like that is going to flourish. With us he 
would have been the same type of player he was last year " 

does such a big trade mean the Finals are a referendum on the deal? 

"Nab. I don't think so. We're still a good team. IF that was the case 
we Wouldn't have this good of d record, we Wouldn't be fighting for 
,h No. 1 seed. With |ames last year, we had f h p same record, we were 
a 2 seed, but we happened to have a good run In the Playoffs So I 
wouldn’t say that were hurting without James. Of course he's having 
a great season, but any team would Love to have him." 

Serving as OKC's Undeniable Leader throughout a 60-22 regular Sea 
soft, KD shot £1 percent from the field, 42 percent from the three 
point line and 9! percent from the free-throw line. The 5 0/4 0/90 
dub is elite enough, but KD came within a few late-seascm Carmelo 
Anthony buckets of being the first shooter of that caliber to lead the 
League in scoring while doing it. 

All of which is why it's both charming and alarming to hear Durant's 
response when I asked him about the season he’s had. 

“I coulc be a lot better," he says, showing genuine cisapproval on 
his face. "I'm not pleased with the way I'm playing at all." 

I want to yell at him: ARE YOU SERIOUS? Instead I say, "WML that 
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he first g&od perfgfffia nee of And re Drummon d ^ c areer as 
an MBA starter came in his second try against the Chicago 
f Bulls on Easter Saturday in the United Center, an arena 
j; barely older than the 19-year-old Drummond. The Bulls 
' hadn’t lost to tile Pistons since December 23, ZOOB and in 
! each prior attempt this season, the Bulls had rallied from 
a 17-point deficit. It was also the Bulls’ first home game 
since breaking the Heat’s epic 27-game winning streak 
IE didn't look good For the Lottery-bound stragglers, fighting through 
yet another bleak season but the Pistons took it to the Bulls and built 
a sizable lead. Drummond scored his first basket on a tip-in and used 
his massive reach to beat Carlos Boeder to a rebound that he had no 
business corralling. He -didn't convert the three-point play, but still 
put the Pistons up 18-5 and checked out with 7 rebounds in 7 17 of 
game action, 

Predictably the Bulls clawed their way back into the game and the 
Pistons couldn't evert run with their most talented lineup down the 
stretch. Charlie Villanueva, in the game ostensibly for Drummond,, 
missed the game-tying three. Jose Calderon was also in the game 
even though he had a tendon problem in his arm, making it almost 
impossible for him to summon the strength to shoot a three-pointer. 


Strange that Drummond, boasting raw power and game-altenmg ath- 
letic ism, would be glued to the bench. But coming off of a back injury 
and too big a part of the Pistons’ future, Drummond is seen as an asset 
to be preserved. 

"We're still going to be cautious of his minutes," then-pistons coach 
Lawrence Frank Said before the game, mere minutes aftei Kevin Ware 
broke his leg in front of what felt like the whole country. 

Frank soon shifted into a hybrid coach-scout speak in assessing 
Drummond's good qualities 

rt He doesn't even know how strong he is. He's a strong, strong guy. 
tiuL his quickness, his feet, his hands, his ability ta finish at the rim..."' 

Frank also said Drummond needs to. "stay within [his] strength 
70 ne," — i.e. play to his strengths while developing his weak nesses. 

'It's a little bit tough for me. starting a game and then coming out in 
different times when I'm not really expecting it, so it kind of throws 
me off a little bit,' Drummond admits, his soft voice the opposite oF 
his jarring vertical Leap. "But just beir^g out thereon the Floor, it still 
feels great that I'm actually hack instead of watching the game, so 1 
can't complain about the minute restriction at all." 

With such a close result, it was hare for Frank to tilde how hard if is 
to win without Drummond 
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"It's almost Like, I .gotta oeg [Pistons Trainer Arnie Sander]/’ Frank 
continued "But at the end of the day, it's: We’re not going to sacrifice 
Dre's long-term growth for short term “ 

Drummond's ability to blossom when paired with Greg Monroe in 
the Frontcourt is one and perhaps the only — reason for Pistons' 
brass to feel confident moving forward, 

"He sees ciflerent things that I probably don't see and I see different 
things that he -doesn’t see..' Drummond says of playing with Monroe. 

Monroe’s ability to score in myriad ways paired with Drummond’s 
dominance on the glass has Pistons fans understandably excited. Pre- 
dictably, Frank turned big- picture philosophical while also tempering 
expectations for the twin towers tandem. 

"One's T9, the other’s 22 " 
the coach said "Sometimes 
what we do is we’re very, very 
quick to rush to judgment on 
young guys. ’WeLL it doesn't 
w«k.' It was four games. -Oil 
it does work 1 ! It's great! These 
guys are better than, you know, 

Sampson and OlajuwonT lt"s 
just going to Lake time.” 

How good those things become may not depend oft the Drummond/ 
Monroe pairing, but the other pieces built around them. The Pistons 
nosedived after signing Ben Gordon anc Villanueva to lucrative con- 
tracts in 2009 A team with a defensive identity quickly became an 
ill-fitting mishmash of gunners and guys on the decline. Four losing 
seasons followed the team's last Playoff appearance, the loud rever- 
berations of dEE-TroiT BaS KETBall fading into a faint echo m front 
of smallef and smaller crowds in Auburn Hills. A post All-Star break 
malaise has played a hand n defining each season since 20D3. 


'TH( TUI//6S I DO Oli THE FLOOR, 
m (MTT TEACH. I PLAY HARO. I 



work on my back-to-the-basket game, but mostly- I mean, things I 
do on the floor, you can’t teach. 1 play hard. I play hard and I grab 
rebacmds. What l J m really working on this summer is my free throws. 
Really, just work on my free throws and make sure I’m in condition 
when I come bac k/ 

The free throws are a concern. Drummond air-balled a crucial pair 
at the Stripe against tile Bulls and shot pUSt 36 percent for tile Season 
as if he was wearing Bo Outlaw beer goggles even though he would 
need a fake ID to drink 

I remember sitting eourtside at the XI Center in Hartford last year be- 
fore a Connecticut game, scouts and front office types salivating over 
Drummond as he displayed tile layup line explosiveness reminiscent of 

d young Amar’e Stouderrtire. He 
didn't play particularly well that 
afternoon, getting outplayed 
inside by Notre Dame big men 
who will never sniff the League. 
It was hand not to Look at the 
sleepy beast cynically. Vet the 
kid whose Draft stock fell has 
made a good first NBA tmpres- 
5 ion, reminding many in the 
scouting business why they shouldn't always jump to quick conclusions. 

Oh, the Pistons finally beat the 0ulLs seven days after the close cal 
on Lasted Drummond had a quiet night (j points, 1 0 rebounds), but the 
result was a step in the right direction, and in his next game his min- 
utes finally went up. Drummond went for 29 and 1 1 in Cleveland. Next 
season will come and the big man will check in, continuing — literally 
and figuratively — to move Forward 
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Gordon was traded to the Bobcats after last season and Villanueva’s 
deal will expire after the summer, but the Pistons have to move wisely. 
Continuing to build through the Draft while preaching patience — play- 
ing the role of the poker player slowly accumulating chips — Would 
theoretically help in making a bigger splash crown the line. Almost half 
of the Pistons’ £013 salary commitments will be gone this summer 
when money owed to Rip Hamilton evaporates and lose Calderon, 
Will Bynum, Corey Maggette and Jason MaxieLL hit free agency. Leaving 
the Pistons with a young core of Drummond. Monroe, Brandon Knight, 
Jonas |erehko and Kyle dingier to build around. 

There will also be a new coach For now, Pistons fans have to dream 
on Drummond, the most tantalizing of that nucleus whose numbers 
(14 points and 14 rebounds per 36 minutes) presage great things. 'My 
rookie year has been solid.” he says. rt Went down with the injury, 
so... it's been a great Learning experience for me and I thought I got 
better each and every game. ' 

Regarding a summer ripe For development, Drummond says: ”1 could 
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t some point curing the '1/1-14 NBA season, Kyne Irving 
will be matched up one-on-one with a defender about 
2 & feet from the hoop The defender will lean in and lock 
down— he's surely seen rootage of Irving blowing past 
do2ens of guards and forwards who tried and Failed to 
Stay In front of him over the past few years — not Want- 
ing to be another addition to an ever-growing highlight 
reel. Irving will stutter-step -quickly to ttie left, then swivel his body 
to the right as if he intends to then dart to the hoop. The defender 
may be thrown off-balance, but he'll catch up to the paused living. 
Satisfied that lie's Lius far managec to keep pate with hi S fast footec 
opponent. Rut just before that poor sap fully regains hes -composure, 
the Cavs point guard will Lunge hard to the right, and the defender, Etill 
mid-recovery, will push alt of his momentum in that direction in an 
attempt to somehow remain between the balthandlec and the basket 
I wing will then spin fluently to the left, fulfilling what — unbeknownst 
to his now defeated opponent — 
was to be his endgame all along. 

And then he'll he wide open. 

"How they gonna stop this?" 

Irving asks, miming the p3ay step 
by step while destroying the 
imaginary defender in his path. 

We’re in a ingh-ceilingeC all- 
white room in Carousel Studios, 
located in sunny Miami’s Buena 
Vista neighborhood, a Few min- 
utes before he’ll pose For the photos that grace this magazine’s pages, 
our Cover star is dad in a Cavs gold jersey, matching shorts and a pair 
of bright yellow Nike Hyperb links with his Kl emblem stitched on to 
the tongue. Anc, you know, the kid makeE a good point. It's pretty 
freakin’ difficult to envision trying to keep up with that elaborate set 
oF moves without spiraling uncontrollably off course. 

Its mid-April, just a Few days removed from Irvings second year, 
though he’d late? tell me this Season felt more like his rook e campaign. 
Hie actual _ irst season .immediately followed a Lockout, and H was filled 
with all of the requisite post-lockout weirdness, a handful of games 


stacked on top of each other with little opportunity to take a breather 
and figure out what the hell this whole NBA thing is actually about. He 
did win the Rookie of the Year aware in ' 1 1-12, but whal’s taken place 
in the time since has put him on the map in a whole new way 

There was the game Last December against the Lakers, in which he 
went back and forth with a ruthless Kobe Bryant, eventually finishing 
with 23 points, 11 dimes and a huge win. And one against the Knicks 
days Later, in which he dropped a career-high 41 in front of a raucous 
MSG crowd And one in late January against Toronto, in which he 
drained a game-winning 28-footer in the tilt's closing seconds. 

And then there was All-Star Weekend, which rapidly evolved into 
the Kyrii? Irving Show. First lie shook Brandon Knight out of his shoes 
at the Rookie-Sophomore {jam®- then he oUt-shot a Set of Sharp- 
shooters in the Three- Point Shootout; then he played mapr minutes 
in the All-Star Game, scoring IS points and dishing 4 assists. 

A]l in all, a strong, if ultimately unsatisfactory— the Cavs finished 

24- 5&. 13th in the Eastern Con- 
ference — sophomore campaign. 
"It was a big learning experience 
for me/’ Irving says, "I had to 
have a fast learning curve, the 
fastest I’ve ever had, just being 
the youngest player on the team 
and being the leader. I had a tar- 
get an my back basicaLLy all sea- 
son. I earned almost everybody's 
respect in the League, and be- 
came one of the best point guards and best players in the League." 

Mow'd he ■earn that respect? The crazy All-Star Weekend helped, 
as did the occasional scoring outbursts, the incredibly popular Uncle 
Drew Pepsi spots and the countless highlights. But it was also his as- 
tounding ability to step up in the clutch -he scored 145 points in what 
the MBA considers “crunch time" [five minutes or less remaining, a 
game within 5 points?, second to only Kevin Durant and Kobe Bryant, 
who played 1 5 and 1 0 more minutes In that situation, respectively — 
that drew Kyrie praise from every Corner of the NBA media sphere. 

“It’S instincts, haneEtly" he says, "At the end of the game, I live far 
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those moments, because those moments I've practiced so many times by my- 
self, At the end of the game. I Peel like I've already been there ' 

It hasn’t taken long for Kyrie to start to plan for what comes ne*t. He was 
already writing down his goals — something he r s done since he was a little kid r 
Scribbling on the wall of hit closet (and then in a black and -white notebook, 
and now in his iPhone) — for next season before last one ever ended. He’ll be 
spending the majority of his offseason with his fam in New Jersey, breaking 
only to vacation in Miami [where his girtfrienn lives) and occasionally to pet to 
North Carolina to workout with both old and new Duke buddies. 

"He's gotta get stronger. Like a Lot oF our young guys do— working in the 
Weight room and so on and so Forth in the oFf Season," Says CaVS GM Chris 
Grant. ‘‘But he’ll continue to work. We’re looking forward to turn coming hack 
physically stronger and continuing to grow to another level with the same 
amount of confidence he did from his first year to his second year,' 

That sounds like a safe bet. "He’s not too proud to be forced to make mis- 
takes," says Micab Lancaster, a trainer who has worked out Kyrie in the past. 
Lancaster once pelted a dodgeball at the 6-3 guard during a drill, forcing him to 
maintain his dribble in order to improve his ballharidling. "I thought I could get 
him, hut he just wasn't fared. When guys work as hard as he does, it pust tells 
you that there’s still so much more room for them to grow " 

An hour or so after our cover shoot Kyrie and I sit at the bar of a pizza joint 
a few blocks from the studio, waiting For an open table. He chews on an ap- 
petiser of meatballs while the Nuggets and Warriors open their series on the 
restaurants only TV. We hegin speaking about wiiat^ to come, and I can’t help 
but ask Kyrie what’s featured on that list of goals for neat season. "I keep those 
to myself," he says, cracking 3 half-smile "Obviously l want to get a lot more 
wins, and become a better Leader and be the leader that we need and just make 
the PlayofFs. That’s on the surface oF the goals, obviously." 

Ever since his NBA career began, he's laid out those goals each year with 


head coach Byron Scott, who Was. fired one day after "12 13 came to j close. 

Reports oF a rift between Irving and Scott had been circulating — understand- 
able, considering Irving essentially pleaded the Fifth when asked about Scott’s 
future with the Cavs toward the end of the season, not exactly a ringing en- 
dorsement — but those words for Lack thereof) probably came with an under- 
standing that there was no way Scott would actually get booted out of town. 
Immediately Following the Firing, Irving told reporters lie was "trying to get over 
the Loss of his basketball father" and that he felt Like "a piece of him is missing." 

"That was my guy," he says now. We’ve moved over to a table at the pizira 
spot with his agent and one of Kyrie’s dose friends, and while he speaks, an 
NBA Playoffs commercial runs on the muted TV overhead, the stars of the 
"13 postseason appearing on screen one after the ne^L. I ask if he’d Like some 
kind of say in who Scott's successor will be. It's a business. That's a front of- 
fice decision. Right now, I’m just kind of dealing witll tile Loss of Coach Scott. 
When that time arises, and we're on the brink of hiring a new coach. I'll have 
answers, but right now l don’t have an answer for that." 

The two spoke on the phone shortly after the firing, though Irving had little 
to offer the conversation. 'He told me to stay the course," Kyrie says. "That's 
all he needed to say. " 

F it may have come as a surprise to Irving, hut it ^ no shock the Cavs front of- 
fice wasn't pleased with haw things unfalced this year. For one, there was little 
encouraging team improvement ,35 the season wound down 


the group ended 

'12-13 Losing 16 of 1 B. They also ranked dead last in the League in opponents' 
Field-goal percentage at 47.6 percent, displaying little hope on the defensive 
end. And Irving ended on a frustrating note as well: in the Last possession of the 
last contest of the season, with the chance for yet another game-winner, lie 
was stripped by Miami guard Norns Cole and didn't even get a shot attempt up. 
Irving tweaked the inside of his heel during the play, and ran right back to 
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the locker foam to get H checked out, electing not to return for a fan apprecia- 
tion event that was set for post-game, He'd later apologize on Twitter "I was 
wrong on my end/' Irving says. "If we had more games l could've tried to bring 
back that I fan appreciation], you know? It's more of an emotional time For me 
Lasing the game, and it being against the Miami Heat. It was a Little bit of an 
embarrassment, but you learn From stuff Like that. 

"My duty «e to go out and compete for the city of Cleveland," he continues. 
His relationship with the second biggest city in Ohio is a pretty positive one — it 
wasn't Long ago he was stuck being branded The Next Lefiron, but now, as fans 
begin to clamor For the highly unlikely return of LeBron in 2014, tfiey've started 
to let Kyrie be Kyrie. "He's under a microscope because of what he means to the 
franchise," says Mark "Munch" Bishop, who co-hosts a Cleveland-basec morn- 
ing show on ESPIM radio. Munch notes that he used to go easy on LeBron, hoping 
to do his part in helping the Cavs retain the superstar. Hawng learned his lesson, 
he now speaks his mind, "I am much tougher on Kyrie than 1 was on LeBron. If 
they're gonna leave, they're gonna Leave — there's nothing you can do. 11 

Ultimately, while Irving hopes the city oF Cleveland stands behind him as 
he adapts to the NBA, its his real family that [means the most La him the 
Australian-horn, Jersey-raised Irving lost his mother at age A and grew up with 
a single parent and two sisters. He and his pops remain inseparably dose "We 
talk after every game," says his father, Drederick Irving "Every night after ev- 
ery game we talk about a difFerent element of the game. It's always something 
in tile department of growing. The game is so fast at the next level- -it's a per- 
petual growing process for him because of the fast pace of the game." 

Back at the pirza place, I ask Irving if he wants to one day have kids of his own. 
"Yeah," he says, though he jokes about the wold not being ready for Kyrie Irving 
|r just yet. He then makes a decent point: If he does name his son Kryie Irving 
|r. that kid will be the only person on the planet who shares his name with him. 
"Technically, lam the only Kyrie Irving in the world. The wfiofe world. You gotta 
think about it: When you think about your name, think how many have your Last 
name, and how many people have your first name. What's the likely chance of 
somebody having the combination of your full name 7 I’m the only one’" 

Weird, but confirmed as best we can: There really is only one Kyrie Irving. 
Pretty fitting, all things considered. 

A few days after I get up with Kyrie m Miami, We reconnect in Orlando, where 
he has a meeting with a company he's signed on to endorse After touring the 
company's facilities ann learning the ins and outs of the organization, kyrie re- 
clines in the lobby of the building chatting up some of his hosts He looks relaxed, 
wearing a Nike t-shirt, loose black basketball shorts and a pair of blacfcAvhite 
Nike P-Ftod 5s that he snatched from the 54AM photo shoot earlier in the week. 

I'm sitting on a caucll an the other side of the Lobby, shooting the breeze 
with the company's communicatiafis director. During a lull in our conversa- 
tion, If pull out my phone anc start scrolling through my Twitter timeline when 
a tweet from Yahoo 1 Sports' Adrian Wojnarowski comes across my feed: 
"Cavaliers, Mike Brown are constructing a five-year contract, league source 
tells Y! The final year on deal would include a buyout provision. ’ 

Oh shit! 

So, what now? Do I run and tell Kyrie th p news, stick my tape recorder in front 
of his face and get a quick reaction quote? That's what any Intro to Journalism 
professor would want me to do, right 7 But s he going to be happy about this 5 
Grown is a solid enougjh coach, but just days ago Kyrie could barely speak 
about the end of the Eyron Scott Era, and it's hard to imagine him actively ex- 
cited for someone to take his place just yet. And what if he hates the move? It 
certainly doesn't seem to have heen marie in conjunction with the franc hises 
best player whatsoever [Days later, |'d ask Grant if Irving factored into the 
hiring. He was diplomatic: “For us, it was the best decision for our team. We 
want to build a team that is winning and has long-term success. Certainly we 
think about oUr players, but overall it's the best derision for the entire group. T t 
Plus, he looks so peaceful, cheerfully joking around in this beautiful, sun- 
drenched setting after a nice, productive cay. This news is going bo alter his short - 
and possibly long-term future Do I really want to be the messenger here 7. 

No more than a couple seconds pass when, still oblivious to the Latest head- 
line. he stands up and shakes the hands oF the group of guys who guided him 
a round For the past Few hours. He then send s a nod a nd a good bye wave i n my 
direction, and without even d peek at his assuredly message-filled iPhone, the 
one and only Kyrie Irving walks- toward the exit, pushes open the glass door 
and disappears into the Florida sun ^ 
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STORIES OF 
NBA PLAYERS 
OVERCOMING LONG 
ODDS TO MAKE IT BIG IN THE 
LEAGUE ARE WOT NEW, 

BUT NONE OF THEM READ QUITE 
LIKE THE STORY OF 


VASQUEZ. 

BY TZ VI TWEISKV 







heft Greivis Vasquez emerged out of 
Washington, DC-area^s Reagan National 
Airport on September 25, 2004, the teenage 
native of Caracas, Venezuela, did not know 
what sort of greeting to expect He knew 
why h e had left his homeland on ihis mother's 
birthday: to Finish high school at baskel’jaLL 
powerhouse Montrose Chris L id r in Rockville, 
MD. He knew how hard that was to make 
happen: initially, his request for an 1-20 visa, 
which allows Foreign students to study in the 
US. was declined. But he had not envisioned 
the actual moment oF his arrival. Nor could, 
be have. 

"The first thing I said to I urn," says 
□avid Adkins, "was, 'You're not effing 6-BT'" 
Now a member of the lady Terps' staff at the 
University of Maryland, Adkins was then an 
assistant under Montrose'S head coach StU 
Vetter. He Was also the man responsible for 
handling Vasquez' recruitment — a Dl coach 
made the initial recommendation, and Masai 
Ujiri, a vaunted scout and the current GM of 
the Denver Nuggets, seconded it — and on 
that day. in charge of picking the smaller - 
than- advertised guard Up. 

The duo proceeded to laugh,, hesitantly 
and harmoniously, for very different reasons 
Adkins, a long-time coach who had dealt 
with international players before, assumed 
the player stepping ofF the tarmac wouldn’t 
be a 6-8 forward, even if his scouting report 
said so. As for Vasquez, he laughed out of a 
nervousness that only a stranger in 3 strange 
land for the first time could Feel. He laughed 
because, well, that was really the only way 
For the two to communicate. 

"He thought I was going to he 6-B. and 
I was 6-3 and skinnier than I am now," 
Vasquez says "And I couldn't understand 
anything else" 

After they loaded up Adkins' Late model 
white Range Rover, where they Were joined 
by a Spanish-speaking woman who workec 
at Montrose and rode along to help trans- 
late. they shifted into gear and embarked on 
Vasquez's new LiFe. The First stop would serve 
the wide-eyed Vasquez — who barely spoke 
any English — a small taste of Americana, and 
would reassure Adkins, who spoke even less 
Spanish, that, no matter his size, Montrose 
had recruited the right guy 


*1 Would'Ve taken him anywhere, but he 
wanted to go to McDonald ’s," Adkins remem- 
bers, fondly. "This Is m id-afternoon , and we 
sit down to eat. He took a bite, maybe two, 
then he looks at me and says, ‘When do we 
train?' I'm Like. OK." We usually give a guy a 
day to Settle in before We see what he has, 
hut we went right to the gym and worked out 
and he s been working out ever since." 

When he confirms Adkins' recollection of 
that day. it's March 20. 2013. nearly nine years 
after he first touched down in DC, and VaSqUeZ, 
now a Full-grown 6-6 point guard who com- 
mands the English language like he does his 
play an the court, couldn't he further from the 
Golden Arches, Dressed in a loud, tight-coloned 
sports coat and dark skinny tie that brings a 
Kobe Bryant ensemble to mind, the 26-year- 
old is Folded into a booth at Root, an opulent 
restaurant with a menu that could confuse a 
fifth -generation American, in New Orleans’ 
Warehouse District His toddler, Greivis Jr. who 
attends neartyevery Hornets home game, runs 
around the otherwise adults-only establish- 
ment in childish delight. At tile table in front of 
Vasquez sits an intermezzo sorbet, to cleanse 
his palate, and a medium- well steak is on the 
way. complete with housemade ketchup and 
strawberry mustard. 

Less than an hour before sitting down for 
this gourmet dinner, Vasquez was on the 
court at New Orleans Arena when a flu-isli 
Anthony Davis tipped in a walk-off winner 
against the Boston Celtics. The 87-86 W 
ticked the Hornets record up to a meager 23 
46, but it brought a fired -Up Tom Benson, the 
owner of the Hornets and NFL Saints, down 
to the locker room for an impromptu cel- 
ebratory speech. Benson, who purchased the 
team from the MBA last year, exuberantly ex- 
pressed excitement about what he perceives 
as the now- Pelicans bright future. While 
Vasquez isn I especially pleased with his per 
formance — 13 points, 7 rebounds, 6 assists, 
as compared to his season averages of 141 , 
4.4 and 9.2 — he considers himself an inte- 
gral part oF Benson's Long-term plans in New 
Orleans, and 'loves'" the owner's passion. 

The game is behind Greivis now though r ut 
least untol he cues up a tape of it tomorrow. 
At the moment, as the thimble-thin Vasquez 
slowly operates on his steak, he's content to 
regale a guest with tales of a childhood spent 
on the often unfriendly and unsafe Streets 
of Caracas: tales of a childhood that would 
shock most of his teammates; tales of a child- 
hood that cultivated a man and culminated in 
the Fulfillment of that man's dreams. 

Ip until 2010. Venezuela had produced 
two NBA players, Oscar Torres, who 

I played a total oF 32 games over the span 
Vof two Seasons In the eurly AughtS, and 
Carl Herrera, who woo two NBA titles with 
the Houston Rockets In the ‘SOs. Otherwise, 
baseball was and is the pastime. When he 
was about 7, Greivis — whose unique First 


name is a mash up of □regario, his father's 
name, and Ivis, his mother^— die his national 
duty and joined a local baseball league. But 
by the time he was 9. the antsy centerflelder 
realized lie Was ready to try another, FaStef- 
paCed Sport. 

"When you play Little league, ain't nobody 
hitting it n centerfieldT says Vasquez, "so I 
was always bored " 

At the same time, whether by luck or by 
some prescient fatherly instinct, Gregario 
had begun taking Greivis to See Cooodn : fo£ 
de Caracas, the local professional basket baLL 
team, play The younger Vasquez was imme- 
diately smitten by the up-and-down, non-stop 
nature of the action. Before going home after 
game!, while his father Would Unwind with 
homies, Greivis Would reenact what he had 
post seen take place on the hardwood. By the 
time he was IT, his dad signed him up for a 
local team, and his mom, who was by then 
separated From his father. Let him put up a 
miniature basket on the back of his door In 
their two-room apartment. 

"See how I have a little spare between my 
two teeth up front 7 " points out Vasquez 'I 
used to play one-on-one in the basket in my 
room with my older brother. One time he was 
going to take a shower, and he told me not to 
play there by myself. But I cid, and I thought 
I was M ir h ael Jo rda n and went up for a d u n k 
and the net got mixed up with my teeth. I lost 
a permanent tooth — since then my parents 
spent so much money taking me to the den- 
tist [laughs]." 

Vasquez didn't really have a Special knack 
for basketball, hut at 13 years old, he die n't 
care He- wasn't playing with the hopes of be- 
coming a pro; he was playing, often until 2 
a.m. or his dad got mad. out oF pure Love o-F 
the game. 

Says Monty Williams, the Hornets" head 
coach, “Most of the guys from overseas, es- 
pecially South Americans, they have that. 
I was with Manu Ginobili in San Antonio and 
just watching him, he and Greivis have some 
of the same mannerisms when it comes to 
the game. Those guys will play any time, any- 
where — they just like playing basketball. In 
therec center, on the weekends, streetball — 
they'll just go play." 

The truth is, If at any point Vasquez didn't 
feel a certain Way about basketball, he 
would’ve given it up. After all, it would've 
made his childhood easier 

"Basketball was only in the hood," says 
Vasquez. Consider for a second that "the 
hood" in Caracas, a city where more than 100 
police oFf iters alone Were killed in 2012, Can 
make the streets of mner-c«ty Chicago look 
Like an idyllic suhurb. "I would tell my mom l 
was playing at this arena where the pro team 
us*rd to play, in order For her to Let me play, 
and I would go to the hood. Pinto Satinas, to 
play against the best players out there. ri 

Vasquez wasn't , ust at risk: while he was 
in a variety of impoverished neighborhoods 
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working on his game. On hi* way to a 6 p. m 
practice every day — the route required him to 
walk 12 blocks to the nearest Metro station 
where he would then ride a bus — he had to 
traverse a minefield of muggers and murder- 
ers to merely get to the gym. As VaSqueZ. a 
devout Christ isn, tells it, the fact that he never 
met any real harm is thanks to an act of Divine 
providence — and a whole lot of sprinting. 

"At nighttime, when I would be going from 
the Metro station to my house, l‘d be running, " 
says Vasquez. "I never walked anywhere I 
usee to run all those blocks and get home 
sweaty. A couple times I was on the bus when 
a thief came on with a gun and stole stuff, cell 
phones, money But I was a young kid r so I 
never luc anything. ' 

Not content with^ offering Up genera, za 
tionE of the distances he'd go for basketball, 
Vasquez provides another example When 
Greivis was a teenager, he went to school in 


the 5 an Martin section of Caracas, which is 
located right down the way from Guarataro, 
one of the roughest areas in the tougher- 
than-teflcm city. One day some of his friends 
who lived there challenged him to stay and 
play. When Vasquez hesitated, they started 
q i les t lonins h is ma n hood . 

"I was afraid — there were people with 
guns out watching us play — but I II play any- 
where," says Vasquez. ““Once I stepped on 
that court, they said, Who is that white boy? 
He can play!' l! gained respect in that hood, 
not only for coming to play but playing welt 1 ' 

Fear, or lack thereof, served Vasquez well 
when he came to America. IFs why he felt 
comfortable playing in any environment 
while making a name for hdfnselF at Montrose. 

"That Caracas toughness was part of why 
he never felt entitled," says Adkins, who 
worked dil gently with the teenager he called 
'Flashy Freddy" on filing his jumper and 
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knowledge of the fundamentals in their time 
together at Montrose. 'He would fight [in 
drills] til He couldn't breathe. His work ethic 
was insatiable And then he had the flair." 

“He has no fear," says Stu Vetter. During 
Vasquez' two-year stay at Montrose, which 
ultimately culminated in a full scholarship to 
Maryland, Vetter developed a father-son re- 
lationship with him. To this day, Vetter keeps 
a room for Vasquez in his house. "He doesn't 
fear anyone, and he accepts challenges. And 
he'll Wo k as hard as he Wants to to get to 
where l ie wants to be. ' 

Even though Montrose boasts a great 
basketball program, it's not Maryland and 
It’s not In the ACC. But the l pap in nightly 
competition for the lightly recrj tud guard 
only helped serve as a reminder of how far 
he'd already come. "Why wasn't I a Fa id 
in college?" asks Vasquez, who made 
Second-Team All-American as a senior. "I've 
seen muhjekets getting killed, people stealing 
stuff back home. That's tough. 'Seeing that, it 
ain't nothing playing at Duke. 

It's tl'dt borderline irreverent attitude when 
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it comes to the game — what some in Nola 
describe as a cocky humbleness— that helped 
Vasquez, as Vetter terms it " bring energy for 
four years that has not been duplicate. It's 
also that attitude that, dfteir spend ftg most of 
his rookie year on the pine after being drafted 
2SMn overall by the Memphis Grizzlies in the 
10 Draft, allowed Vasquez to slide seamlessly 
into Playoff action against the San Antonio 
Spurs and Oklahoma City Thunder. 

"i Watched him in the Playoffs when he Was 
with Memphis, and I saw a kid who wasn't 
af-aid of the moment," says Williams, the 
youngest head coach in the NBA when the 
Hornets hired him in June of 2010, nearly 
months before they traded Quincy Pondexter 
lor Vasquez. He just had a reckless abandon 
about him, a belief in himself that was pretty 
contagious." 
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ast season, in his first campaign as a 
Hornet, Vasquez showed strides, improv- 
ing nis averages across the board while 
splitting time at the 1 with fanrett |ack. 
This season, with Jack gone, GV led the 
League in total assists and lias earned praise 
from Chris Paul for his play. So, toughness 
aside, what's the Venezuelan hero's key to 
success 7 Ironically enough, it"s his height. 

"When he's around the basket, he can get 
shots off that most guys can't." says Williams, 
"he’s real crafty about getting you on his hip, 
and once he gets you on his hip he can fin ish 
with the best of 'em as a point guard. He's 
lot Rod Strickland or Tony Parker, but there 
aren't many big guards that can play the way 
Greivis plays around the basket." 

Says VasqUeZ, "A guy like ftus&ell Westbrook 
is SO to 7D per-cent more athletic than myself 
so he can do things I'm not gonna be able to 
do But I can do thing? he's not able to do. I'm 
not afraid of any other point guard. ‘ " 
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Over the course of the past season-plus, there may not have been a 
more fun backeourt to watch than Milwaukee's duo of Brandon Jennings 
and Monta Ellis. But have we seen the last of them together? 








t i f SI 
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By Abe Schwadron 


he story oF Brandon Jennings and Monts Ells ^ and s £ d f- 
Flcult one to scribble Mot tor in ms in charr-iriers. no* tor 
its setting or lack of plot lines But For its proper tense 
Are we to talk about these Milwaukee Gunks in the past, 
piesertt or Future? Have We just witnessed a sliat-lenn experiment or a 
new. viable basketball blueprint? Is this the beginning, at like end? Anc 
while we're at it, how did they earn the nickname the Swag Twins? 

With such deep philosophical questions afoot, its fitting that they be 
met with another, albeit less nrataphysica I quu -y— a nd more n kk na mes. 

"You talking about the two rabbits?" 


WWW 


With that, and a laugh, Milwaukee center Samuel Ca.errbert con- 
siders the first — antb potentially only — ftjM ^wn together for the 
Gucks speedy, smallish starting backeourt, after Ellis came over from 
Golden State at the 2012 trade deadline 
"I think they've managed to accommoda Le each other/ says 
Dalembert, who from 01 to 06 played in Philadelphia alongside Allen 
Iverson, the best L?ndersi7ed scoring guard in League history. 

That Jennings and Ellis have 'accommodated" one another doesn't 
exactly inspire confidence in a backeourt combo that managed to 
lead Milwaukee to the (Mo 6 seed in the Eastern Conference and the 
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team's first Playoff bid since 2010. But it happens tohe a fail assess- 
ment.. since both Hennings and Ellis are high-volume shooters who 
have a hand time figuring out what to do when not handling the rock, 

Hn the regular season, the pocket-sized pair put op nearly identi- 
cal numbers while playing Far moie minutes than anyone else on the 
roster. Mionta gave the Bucks 1 9.2 ppg on 41 percent shooting, plus 
6.1 assists, 3.5 boards and 2 steals per game; Brandon averaged 17.6 
points on 40 percent shooting, to go along with 6 6 apg, 3 1 rpgand 
1 .6 spg. 

Only three shooting guards in the game put up more points per game 
than Ellis in '12-13: Kobe Bryant, James Harden and Dwyane Wade. 
|ennings was Top IQ m scoring among point guards. Veteran hug man 
Drew Goocen, who has seen his Bair share of top-notch back-court 
blends over 3 decade-plus ca- 
reer with nine teams, says he 
ranks these Young Bucks right 
Up there with Tony Parfie- 
and Menu GindbiLi or jaSon 
K>dd and Jason Terry. And 
yet, Milwaukee's team field 
goal percentage was fourth- 
worst in the NBA. and that 
short-lived trip to the post 
season spot was achieved with 
a sub -.500 record in the infe- 
rior East, 

Still, the fact is that sputtering teams around the League would kill 
to land an explosive player like lennings or Ellis. Each has carved out 
not only a niche as a Favorite among fens, but as one of the top scor- 
ing options at his position. They're also extremely likeable, leading the 
NRA to- produce Brandon £ Mon-fa, a retro-style TV ad made to mimic 
the iconic 1970s sitcom JLaveme & Shi'nfey— the "original Milwaukee 
duo" — set to Norman -Gimbel and Charles Fox’s 'Making Our Dreams 
Come True." The irony, of course, is that a commercial created to high- 
light tile chemistr y between tire two had to be held until after the bade 
deadline, since Bills' name in particular was abuzr m the rumor mill 

A year from now. that 30-second jingle could he irrelevant save for 


the butt of a j oke on a blog, or it could still be runn ing as M ilwaukee a p 
proaches another Playoff season. Because whi.e together they make far 
one of pro baLK most unique and exciting guard tandems, with either 
ripe to go oft for 40 points or an ankle-breaking highlight at a moment's 
notice. Ellis and Jennings appear to have, on the whole, co-existed more 
than meshed. Does having them play together make sense? Does essen- 
tially taking turns running the shew really count as chemistry? 

“We make fun sometimes, 1 ' says Dalemhert, "Like, OK, the third 
quarter is Brandon’s quarter, he’ll start hitting some threes And then 
after that, the fourth quarter, that’s Monts's quarter." 

It’s at this point that proponents of the dynarmic, diminutive duo nod in 
agreement, while critics cue tile nervous laughter. Daieiflbert continues: 
“IF both have rough nights, as you can See throughout the year. We re in 

deep sh- -we’re in ceep trouble. 
But that doesn’t happen often, 
so for the most part, if you got 
one ofF and the other one kick- 
ing in. We re Still in tile game." 

On this night, an early April 
road contest in New York, 
it’s Brandon's turn, lennings, 
always up For games at the 
Garden, is firing on all cylinders. 
By tile eight minute mark oF the 
third quarter, he's racked up 23 
points, including four treys Monfa, meanwhile, is ice cold He sits for 
nearly the entire second quarter before -checking in with a minute 
before halftime, committing a foul and heading back to the bench 1 0 
seconds later. Ellis finishes the night— a 101 S3 loss — shooting 4-13 
from the field and 1-7 from three-point range. 

The result isn't itself a surprise, but it Serves to once again expose 
that for as far as the Bucks have come, they still have a long way to 
go to reacn even East's second tier 
Update: By the time you redd this, Brandon, Monta and the Bucks will 
have major oFf-season decisions to make in regards to the future of 
their franchise. Jennings, 23. is a restricted Free agent this summer. Ellis, 
27, has an $1 1 million player-option for next season 


“YOU PLAY WITH GUYS LIKE THAT, 
THEY’RE ALWAYS CREATING WITH 
THEIR PENETRATION OR THE 
ATTENTION THEY DRAW, SO IT’S GOOD 
FOR OTHER GUYS ON THE FLOOR.” 

-MBAH A MOUTE 
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Is Milwaukee ready to commit Long-term with "the 
rabbits" as franchise cornerstones 3 Ready to, as a 
Western Conference scout told Sports Htustfsted in 
December, "Irve and die by Jennings and Ellis?" 

As one brfd YouTube cortfimenter’ noted an tile 
aforementioned commercial a week before tbe Play 
offs began, ■’’We’re gonna make our dreams come 
true' 3 If your dream is to get eliminated in 4 games by 
Miami, then yes your dreams will come true! " Indeed, 
conventional wisdom says you can't play Champion- 
ship Level basketball with two guards shorter than 
6-3 as your top options, even if the League has be- 
come more and more guard- driven over the past de- 
cade, and Milwaukee has sacrificed any semblance of 
post scoring for premier perimeter play. 

Advanced stats can be manipulated to support ei 
ther side of the argument. The Bucks' lop five most 
efficient offensive Lineups from tile ’12 13 season, 
far instance, featured bath Ellis and |ennmg5 p and m 
term s of net production by position, Milwaukee gets 
far and away its best numbers from the two guard 
slots. Then again, the Sucks struggled mightily on 
D with them on the floor — all eight of Milwaukee^ 
wont ce Pensive Lineups, included both guys. 

“Sometimes we’re a little small in the baekeaurt, 
but Monta really battles bigger, more physical play- 
ers.'’ admits Gucks bead coach Jim Boylan, who 
took over tbe helm after Scott Skiles parted ways 
with the team jest 3Z games in. 

Boylan himself has strugglec to find tbe right 
way to pair Jennings and Ellis, having chafed Young 
Money with a surprise benching in late March and 
continuing to tinker with both players' minutes— an 
exercise complicated by tile late -sea Son addition of 
|J Redick via trade. He Still calls it a "Work in prog- 
ress/' hut Boylan contends that in today’s NRA, the 
Bucks can win playing through B] and ME, 

"We move the ball. Guys pass. It's not like we 
don't Find guys — everybody touches it/ G-oylan 
says. "It's not a team that's a greedy team. It's a 
team that moves the ball Well and p ays together. ’ 

Bucks forwarc Luc Mbah A Mouse points out that 
the extra attention paid to the back court has openec 
up lanes for players Like he and Ensan Ilyasova, who 
owes some of his recently signed 340-million deal 
to bis speedy guards. - You play with guys like that, 
they're always creating with their penetration or 
the attention they draw, so ifs goad for other guys. 

You can see «t with Ersan getting stretch ar>d getting 
shots. " says Mbah A Moute These guys are so gooc 
at getting to the rim that it draws people. They understand that/ 

Like in back -to back llame wins for Milwaukee in early March, 
when Jennings dislled out a career -high 19 assists to beat the 
R a ptors, then h ad 1 7 more di mes aga i nst the | a?7 El I is went off for 23 
and 34 points in those games, and Ilyasova added 29 of the Bucks' 1 22 
points against Toronto That's what Milwaukee envisioned when Ellis 
came over Last March with Ekpe Udoh and Kwame Brown in exchange 
for' Stephen Jackson and Andrew Eogut. Only the adjustment- er, 
a-ccomnnodatian— period took time for the pair. 

After the K nicks loss, Eli is is nowhere to be founc in the post-game 
scrum at M5G Jennings sits with a towel over his head ann stares at 
the empty Locker Mcmta has already vacated, It was different," he 
says bluntly of his first few games on the court with Ellis last season. 
"We kind oF have similar games. We both wanted to score a lot." 

“But now We’re just feeding off each other," cont nbeS |eri n iffigS- 
“We're comfortable.’’ 

Comfort doesn’t breed success, though. Statistics be damned,, the only 


numbers that matter to management are in the win-loss column, where 
despite showing Flashes en route to the Playoffs, the feeble sweep at 
the hands of the Heat was proof this version of the Bucks has fizzled. 

"When yoU p ve got two guys who are the same type of player, after 
a whole full year they've played with each other, everybody’s going 
to look at themselves in the mirror and say this is what I could have 
done better. That's what a professional does," Dalembert explains. 
"You're not going to be able to control what the organization is going 
to do, who they’re going to keep o: rtot." 

Jennings has reiterated that be plans to keep ms options open in 
regards to free agency, and Ellis has hinted at opting ant of his dealj 
which means that in all likelihood, one or both may have played their 
final games in a Bucks uniform. On what will happen next, Jennings 
says only, “We'll see.' 

Gut short of Gaytan and the Bucks pulling a rabbit or two out of a 
hat, one thing we won’t see ’s this: the IVRA's modern-day imagining 
of laveme $■ Smriey, l or red up together long-term ^ 
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A NATIVE OF 
CANADA, A 
CHI-TOWN 
LEGEND, A 
COUPLE OF 
GIFTED BIG 
MEN AND A 
SET OF TWINS 
WALK INTO A 
ROOM... 

THIS IS NO 
JOKE, JUST 
MINI-BIOS OF 
THE GUYS 
WHO MAKE 
UP OUR 
LATEST ALL- 
AMERICAN 
TEAM. IF YOU 
DON'T KNOW 
'EM BY NOW, 
STUDY UP. 

IMAGE 

JEFF HARRIS 
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From t eft \ with heigh t, 
position, high school and 
f T/ ^^vuirviC 

seaseii. 


AARON 

GORDON 

6-9. PF 
San Jose (CAj 
Archbishop Mitty 
Arizona 


AARON 

HARRISON 

6 5, SG 
Fort Bend (TX) 
Travis 
Kentucky 


ANDREW 

WIGGINS 

6-8, SF 
Huntington (WV) 
Prep 
Undecided 


ANDREW 

HARRISON 

6-6, PG 
Fort Bend (TX) 
Travis 
Kentucky 


JULIUS 

RANDLE 

6-9, PF 
PLano (TX) 
Preston wood 
Kentucky 


JABARI 

PARKER 

6-8, SF 
Chicago (IL) 
Simeon 
Duke 
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Name 

Height 

POS 

Where they were 

Where they'll be 

2ND TEAM 

-BOYS 

Kaiey Hill 

6-1 

PG 

Montverde (FL) Academy 

Florida 

WiyHc Sclricn 

6-5 

SG 

Tilton fNH) School 

Kansas 

Noah Vonleh 

6-a 

PF 

New H amptan (NH) School 

Indiana 

Chris Walker 

6-10 

PF 

Bonifay [FL ! Holmes County 

Florida 

James Young 

£-6 

SF 

Rochester IMl) High 

Kentucky 



Name Heijffil PJS tfhm they were Where they'll fre 


3RD TEAM -BOYS 


Isaiah Hicks 

6-8 

PF 

Oxford (NC) Webb 

North Carolina 

Dakar! Johnson 

6-10 

€ 

Montverde 1FL) Academy 

Kentucky 

Jarcll Martin 

6-8 

PF 

Baton Rouge (LA) Madison Prep 

LSU 

Austin Nichols 

£-3 

PF 

Eads (TN) Fl ria rcrest Christian 

Memphis 

Bobby Pwtli 

6-10 

PF 

Little Rock (AR) Hall 

Arkansas 


Name Height PQ$ Where they were Where the y'U he 


HONORABLE MENTION - BOYS 


Anthony Barber 

6-2 

PG 

Hampton fVAl High 

IUC State 

Jabari Bird 

6-6 

SG 

Richmond (CA) Sales ian 

California 

Joel Embiid 

7-0 

C 

Gainesville (FL) Rock School 

Kantat 

Tyler Ennis 

6-2 

PG 

Newark (N|) St, Benedict's 

Syracuse 

Keith Frazier 

6-5 

SG 

Dallas |T XI Kimball 

Southern Method ist 

Isaac Hamilton 

6-5 

SG 

Bellflower (CAlSt John Bosco 

UTEP 

zak Irvin 

6-6 

SF 

Fishers [IN | Hamilton Southed item 

Michigan 

Kuran Iverson 

6-8 

SF 

Waynesboro JVA) Fishbume 

Memphis 

Demetrius Jackson 

6-1 

PG 

Mishawaka 11 Nl Marian 

Notre Dame 

RoAdae HoUU-Jtffersou 

6-7 

SF 

Chester 1PAI High 

Arizona 

Matt Jonc& 

6-4 

SG 

Dallas ITX> DeSoto 

Duke 

Rysheed, Jordan 

6-3 

PG 

Philadelphia (PA) Robert Vaua 

St- John’s 

Jermaine Lawrence 

6-9 

PF 

Sparta (NJ] Pope John XXII 

Cincinnati 

Marcus Lee 

£-9 

PF 

Antioch (CA) Deer Valley 

Kentucky 

Nigel Williams^ Doss 

6-3 

PG 

Henderson (NV) Findlay 

Washington 
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SIAKJ i HS ALL-AMERICANS 

Nflinf Height POS Where they were Where they'll be 


1ST TEAM -GIRLS 


Ka«la Davis 

6-2 

SC 

BuFord (GA) High 

Georgia Tech 

DianmAd Dc&hicUU 

6 2 

SG/5F 

hlorcross (GA ! High 

North Carolina 

Linna« Harper 

5-6 

PG 

Chicago (1LJ Whitney Young 

Kentucky 

Taya Reimer 

6 3 

SF/PF 

Fishers (IN) Hamilton-Southeastern 

Notre Dame 

Me rcedes Russell 

6-5 

€ 

Springfield (QR|- High 

Tennessee 



Afnmg Height POS Where they we re Where they'll fr* 


2ND TEAM -GIRLS 


Oderah Chldoin 

6 3 

SF/PF 

Oakland [CA) Bishop O'Dowd 

Duke 

Kendall Cooper 

6-4 

t 

Carson (CA] S t. A nt hony 

Duke 

ALIlslia Cray 

5-1 1 

PG/SG 

Sandersvilie (GA) Washington County 

North Carolina 

Rebecca Grccnwdl 

6-1 

SG 

GWensbaia IKY} Catholic 

Duke 

Tyler Scalfe 

5-9 

PG 

Little Rock (AR} Hall 

Rutgers 


Nflitti Height FQS Where they were When they'll he 


HONORABLE MENTION -GIRLS 


Lesie Brown 

5-9 

PG 

Suwanee (GA) North Gwinnett 

Maryland 

Alaiita Coates 

6-5 

C 

Irmo(SC) Dutch Fork 

South Carolina 

Rebekah Dahl nan 

5-9 

PGtSG 

Graham (MN| High 

Vanderbilt 

Kai James 

6-4 

C 

Palm Beach Gardens [FL I Dwyer 

Florida State 

Jes sica Jackson 

6-3 

5F/PF 

Jacksonville (AR) High 

Arkansas 

Kailee Johnson 

6 3 

SF/PF 

Portland JOB) Central Catholic 

Stanford 

Stephanie Mavunga 

6-3 

SF/PF 

Indianapolis (INI Browrsburg 

North Carolina 

Erica McCall 

6 3 

SG/SF 

Bakers Field (CAlftidgeview 

Stanford 

leshia Small 

5-11 

SG/SF 

Tallahassee IF LI Florida State 

Saylor 

Jessica Washington 

5-8 

PG 

Tulsa (OK) Jenks 

North Carolina 
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MAC ELITE SHOWCASE RECAP 

March 23, Southwest Tennessee 
Community CollEge, Memphis, TN 

Its not typical tor a big-time high school event 
to keep things in house. What makes national, 
and even regional, games so exciting is the 
chance to observe tile best players from dif 
Ferenit comers of the country ■compete against 
one another. R i it when t here's a n excess of 
talent in your own backyard, all you need is a 
local gymnasium and an accompanying set oF 
spectators. Such Was the case in Memphis for 
the inaugural 10a£ Elite Showcase. 

Organized by the same group that put 
together New York's Big Shriek Classic, the 
showcase was filled with high-major recruits 
From Tennessee's 201 3 r '14 and '15 classes. 
Packet into Southwest Tennessee Community 
College's tight gym, the players were eVertly 
split into two teams- Red and Blue- -and in 
a transition-heavygame. the Glue team nar- 
rowly escaped with a 14S-1 40 victory. 


Then* were a number of Dl-caliber players— 
indudirg Alabama- bound senior swmgman 
Shannon Hale and £-1 1 soph Skal Labrssiere, 
who already has an offer from Kentucky — but 
two |uniors stood out the most, showing why 
they are considered programs hangers at the 
next level: Jalen Lindsey and Leron Clack. 

Lindsey Was flue mart of the hour for the 
Slue team, finishing with 24 points and 1 5 
rebounds en route to being named team MVP 
and showing why Louisville, Florida and Ohio 
Slate want him to sign on the doited line. The 
6-7. 185-pound combo Forward is a cerebral 
player with Freakish a thleticism. Lindsey has 
great length, can Shoot out to 20 feet and 
i incef stance how to get his own while playing 
within the Flow of an offense, 

For the Red team, Leron Black (35 points and 
12 rebounds) was the most impressive player 
in the building. At 6-7, 21 S- pounds, Black is 
too agile and quick For bigger defenders and 
too massive for smaller ones. He has the speed 
and athleticism to flourish in transition and 


has an arsenal of moves to set up anywhere 
and go to work in the half court. Simply put, 
Black dominated in Memphis. 

The talent in Tennessee isn't covered as heav- 
ily as it is in New York or California, but make 
no mistake about it: As a collective entity,, the 
boys in the Volunteer State can play with any- 
body in the country .— eldon khok&hiui 



April 3, United Center, Chicago, liL 

If Chi-ToWn'S own Jabar i Parker was the home 
coming king for McDonald's All-American 
Week, then Linnae Fiarper was the queen, 
Harper, a PG from Whitney Young H 5 in the 
Windy City, got a well-deserved encore For her 
Career at the United Center. Tm just lost For 
Words to be able to play in Front oF my fans 
and Family," Harper sa d 
The 5-6 dynamo fueled her West team to a 
92-64 victory by tallying 6 points, 3 rebounds 


a. 
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AFTER A WINTER OF DOMIN ATING THEIR LOCAL HIGH 
SCHOOL COMPETITION, THE BEST PREP PLAYERS WENT 


and 4 assists in a game that she couldn't wait 
to be a part of- "Surprisingly, I really wasn't 
nervous/ Harper said. "I was excited to step 
on the court. You Live For these moments/ 

It was Harper'S teammate, Mercedes R asset, 
who took home MVP honors with 1 6 points 
and 12 rebounds an 7-1 {} shooting, ’Before II 
came here, I was really working on my shot/ 
Russel! said. "Since there were no practices, I 
had my own workouts. I was just making sure I 
was. fallowing through and got my shat up." 

Russel! and West teammate Jordan Reynolds 
are both Oregon natives headed to Tennessee 
newt season. At 5-1 Q, Reynolds is seven inches 
shorter than Russell, but her 10 points anc 
1 1 rebounds showed that she could work the 
glass, too. Tve seen a lot of great things From 
her in the game," Russell Said. "I know She'S 


going to get better, and she's abeady good. " 

Despite the one-sided game, the East team 
got a strong night from Diamond DeShields, the 
future North Carolina forward, who finished 
with a team-high 1 S points and 4 steals. After 
the game, she Summed Up what everyone was 
thinking, "o know that I'll be going on to the 
next Level to play with those girls is exciting.’ 
— DAVID CASSIIO 



April 3, United Center, Chicago, IL 


Aaron Gordon won't be Forgetting his trip to 
Chicago anytime soon. 

Tile San JoSe, CA, product kicked things off 
the day before the McDonald's All-American 


Game by announcing that he was commit- 
ting to Arizona. 

A day later, he showed everyone what the 
Wildcats were getting by erupting For 24 
points and a rebounds to earn tile game's 
MW award in his West team's 110-99 victory. 
While the 6-B athletic I reak used his share 
of thunderous dunks to get the crowd going, 
Gordon believed his attention to the little 
things was what helped him dominate. "I try 
to Focus on the technical parts of basketball — 
jumping to the hall, being on help side and 
talking an defense," Gordon said. "In an All- 
Star game where it^. not so structured, those 
things realty help and let you excel." 

While Gordon stole the show, most eyes at 
the United Center were tra ined on Chicago 
native Parker a nd Cana da 'S And reW Wiggins. 






The top two pl ayers in tte country guarded 
eac hi otter for most gF the game, end ab 
LltaUgJh Parker's team Won, Wiggins prevailed 
in the individual battle, with 19 points and 6 
rebounds, while holding Parker to 10 paint* 
on 4-13 shooting, "l look forward to playing 
against him in the future," Wiggins said, "1 
know I'll be seeing his Face a lot at the next 
level and tile level after that." 

The local* came out to see Parkers face 
one last time. The wi nnet of four state title* 
at Simeon, he completed one oF the greatest 
high school careers in the city's history. 

Playing tte game in his hometown was the 
perfect ending to that career. *1 know that I 
represent other high School players,’ Parker 
said, "so that^, all I wanted to do — be there 
and represent the city of Chicago ."— dc 

NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
INVITATIONAL 

ApriL 6, .Hanley Center, North Beth ?5 da, 
MD 

It was on this same stage last year that 
53 SLAV 


Mlontverde (FI } .Academy found itself so 
close to the highly coveted National High 
School Invitational (MUSI) title. The Eagle* 
Were Up by 1 B in the second ha IF of the 
championship game with the title seemingly 
in their hands. Then, the unthinkable hap- 
pened, Their opponentSj Findlay IN V) Prep, 
managed to pull oFF the comeback and steal 
the victory in overtime. 

This time around, Mantuerde was once 
again back in the title game and n a Familiar 
but somewhat different situation. In this 
match,, they were the ones facing the dou- 
ble-digit deficit in the second haLF to Newark 
(N|) St. Benedict's, which had knocked ofF 
the defending champs Findlay to get there. 
Dawn by 1 6 paint* late in the third quarter, 
P4ont verde knew firsthand that it's not over 
'til is over 

A 1 0-0 run In tte middle oF the fourth 
quarter moved Morttverde within 3,, fueled 
by three-pointer* From Florida-bound PG 
Kasey Hi. I, Miguel Cartagena and pum-or-stud 
D'Angelo Russell. As the game ticked down 
to the Final minute of play and with St. 


Benedict's Still up 62-61 . KerttUcky-signee 
□akari Johnson muscled hi s way in to the 
basket foe a tough and-one, giving Mont- 
verde the lead at 64-62 with 24,1 seconds 
remaining. Syracuse- bound PG Tyler Ennis 
gave Orange Fan* a preview of what's to 
dome, hitting a clutch three pointer at tile 
other end of the floor to regain the lead far 
St. Benedict's, 65-64, with about 10 seconds 
le-Ft Hill then raced up the Floor and drew 
the deFense in the Lane beFore kicking it out 
to |alyn Patterson in the right corner For a 
buzzer beating three -pointer and the chair 
pionEhrp victory at 67-65. 

"It was actually crazy how it worked out, 
that we were down by so much and still 
won, but we were up so much last year 
and Lost," *aid Hill. "We just found a way 
to battle through adversity and get the 
victory." Added Johnson, "I Just didn't want 
to Lose." 

Johnson took home MVP honors after drop- 
ping IB points and collecting S rebounds, 
while Hill contributed 1 9 points, 6 rebound* 
and 5 ass ist*. — fh an it LYM C A t-tSE 



April 13, Barclay* Center, Brooklyn, NY 

The knack an all-star games is that guy* 
don't play defense and they lack seriousness 
and intensity. But if we learned anything 
about the Gass of 2013 at the Jordan Brand 
Classic,, it's that these guy* Want to win, real 
badly. There were no such things as easy 
basket* for mast of the night — not even an 
breakaways "[The coaches I stressed that 
they wanted the game to be competitive 
and they wanted us to play hard, so from 
the beginning of the game We knew We had 
to go out there and play hard, and if we 
didn't, we weren't going to he able to play" 
said Kentucky-bound power forward Julius 
Randle af tec winning co-MVP honors for his 
19- point, 7 -re bound performance. "It was 
fun for sure, but we all Wanted to get the 
win and that Was the main goal..' 

The hard-nosed defense led to the game 
being tight throughout, with the largest Lead 
by either team only being 7 and with the 
scoreboard tied on 14 different occasions. 

A* a result, the game came down to the 
final couple of possessions, wherewith 50,5 
seconds remaining and the game tied at 9-6 
apiece, Washington-bound point guard Nigel 
Williams-Goss converted a conventional 
three-point play, Followed by a couple of 
free throw* Later on, to Seal the win for the 
West, 102-93. 

The game, which was played at the 
brand new state-of-the-art Barclays Center, 
marked Michael Jordan's return to his birth- 
place of Brooklyn. To celebrate, the game's 
namesake Watched tile Future stars from a 
suite at midconrt 

Joining Randle with co-MVP honors was 
Duke-bound small forward labarl Parker 
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The £-8 Chicago native finished with 16 
points and 7 rebounds. Other no-table top 
performers include Williams-Goss. who l ed 
the West in scoring with 1 7 points (6 7 from 
the floor} and 4 assists, and Andrew Wiggins, 
the uncommitted top-ranked prospect in 
the nation, who was tied with Randle for a 
game-high oM 9 points, to go along with 5 
rebounds, 

To cap off the night, the All-Americans 
pined rapper Drake Lip on stage as he per- 
formed, Foreshadowing the big Stage they're 
expected to excel on at the next level. 

— FH AN KI TH CALLl 


BASKETBA 


VAL 

L CLASSIC 


April 1$, Freedom Halt, Louisville, K V 

Entering its 40th year, the Derby Festival 
Basketball Classic is the nation's Longest 
running all-star game., .and doesn't appear 
to be slowing down at all. Held in Louisville 
as a part of the Kentucky Derby Festival, the 
game has featured the likes of Isiah Thomas, 
Penny Hardaway and Dominique Wilkins 
This year's version, aligned with Under 
Armour, lived up to the game's Lofty rep. 

Boasting 1 1 players going to Kentucky, 
Louisville or Indiana, the atmosphere was 
Live given the intensity of the Fans of those 
programs, The game also hac a number of 
McDonald's All-Americans and top-50 bailors. 
Leaving no shortage oF talent. Things popped 
□ff on Thursday at the N ight oF Future Stars. 
Louisville crushed the event, with Anton Gill, 
who has already committed to Coach Pitino^- 
program, taking home the dunk contest 
crown, and Dillon Avar#, another future 
Cardinal, winning the three-point contest. 

"AFter being introduced, I didn't think that 
many Fans would show up/ Indiana-bound 
Troy Williams says "It was so great to meet 
the people well be playing in front of." 

Once the game started, the action — which 
you might have caught Live streaming on 
SLAJMonLine — was fast and Furious. Dallas- 
bred off-guard Keith Fra?ier got buckets with 
esse, drilling s number of NBA threes and 
banging some nice dunks in transition The 
man who got him the rock. Kansas-bound 
Conner Frankamp, shot the lights out and had 
a few Steve Nash-esque Mnishes. LSU combo 
forward |arrell Martin led the White team 
with 20, but sti II fell short 1 24- 11 B a s the 
burzer sounded 

For the victors. Syracuse-bound playmaker 
Tyte: Ennis had 20, 7 and 4, and will be taking 
his talent to Syracuse next season. Indiana^ 
Luke Fischer will help x ill the voic Left by Cody 
Zeller, and the 7-footer showed some major 
progress His future teammate Troy Williams 
stole th# show though. The 6-6 wing won the 
Black MVP by hanging 2 1 points, 5 boards and 
4 dimes on the White,, including tile play oF 
the game — a filthy poster on 6-10 Akoy Agau. 
“l got past jarnell Martin and i t was an open 


J-ghnscm 




lane, just me and the rim," Williams said. 

"I didn't even see him coming until it was 
already too late." — non crn noHJf 

NIKE HOOP SUMMIT 

April 20, Rose Garden, Portland, OR 

For three weeks every April, the top teenage 
hoopers across the wold come together and 
compete in a b*vy of all-star games to spot- 
light tl'se next genei a lion’s top stars. From the 
McDonalds All-American Game to the Jordan 
Brand Classic, precocious players like |abari 
Parker and Andrew Wiggins get to know 
each other by doing constant battle with and 
against one another while traversing the high 
school exhibition circuit. The 201 3 Nike Hoop 
Summit would serve as the tour's final stop. 

While so many stepped info the Rose 
Garden to observe top stars like Parker and 
Wiggins, international players like Dennis 
Schroeder. Dante Exum and the game's MVP, 
Liv o Jean-ChaiLes, used tile spotlight to 
announce to- the world tJidL they also have 
next. Jean-Charles, the 6-10 native of French 
Guiana, went off against the Americans by 


rim slashing and board crashing to Finish with 
27 po nts and 13 rebounds in a performance 
that made a few draft pundits consider raising 
his stock to a first-rounc grade, ‘ He's so tall/ 
Parker says. "He rebounds. That's where we 
struggled at — defensive rebounds. He got a 
lot of opportunities on the offensive end get- 
ting put backs. He's just reailly good." 

The World Select team's backcourt duo of 
Germany's Schmeder and Australia's E^rum 
delivered an appetizer to fans hoping to see 
them both playing in the States full time. 
Schroeder's craftiness and ath.ehrtsm at point 
makes him an appealing prospect, one who 
will he in the League sooner than later, Exurn. 
the son of former North Carolina Tar Heel 
and 19B2 National Champion CeciL is just 1 7 
and is hopeful to bring a smooth and polished 
game to a college tampUS in the fall of 14. 

What comes next for these kids on the bas- 
ketball court will surely be fun to watch, but 
now we have a few more names to add to our 
watch list. All we can do is cross our fingers 
and pray we'll get to see these matchups yet 
again in college, and maybe even the pros. 
— FnniF MAISOXIT, II* 
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As the weather warms up, so does the WNBA action. And with an infusion of 
new talent, this season may be the W’s hottest one yet. by clay k all am 


Y ou couldn't avoid ESPN's 
"3 to See" campaign no 
matter how hard you 
tried, and now the trio 
of rookies Brittney Griner, 
Elena Del Ip Donne and Skylar 
Diggins — are in the WNBA., 
which means well get even 
more hype-, especially since the 
network just Signed a long-term 
deal with the league. 

So where do the talking heads 
go from here? Consider the 
possibilities.. .The GOAT [?): IF 
Griner stays healthy, very likely 
yes. If her offense continues to 
improve, she'll be one of those 
once-in-a-generataon pLayers 
who can control a game at both 
ends of the Floor. The Blonde 
Bomber: I f you like ta LI attrac- 
tive women who can shoot 
like Stephen Curry, then Elena 
Delle Donne's for you. But you 
better be 6-5j and you better not 
play her in HORSE, because she 
simply does not miss. G lamorous. 
and Gritty: Skylar Diggins has 
got the look and even ifWeezy 
doesn't get the Prince reference, 
it won't take long For anyone 
who sees her to understand. But 
Digging has more than glamour; 
silent a get-it-done player who 
defends and rises to the occa- 
sion in the clutch. 

Western Conference 

1. MINNESOTA (27-7, FIRST! 

Many are already conceding the 
West to Phoenix, but Griner is 


a rook ie, and the lynx are a rare 
combination oF youth and expe 
rience — plus pure talent. Lindsay 
Whalen, Seimorte Augustus, 
Maya Moore, fiehekkah Brunson 
and friends aren't just going to 
roll over because the Mercury 
picked up a dunker. 

2. PHOENIX (7-27, SIXTH) 

Tank, schmank ... the Mercury 
"rested" a Lot of "injured" stars 
Last year and wound up win- 
ning the Griner sweepstakes. 
They now have her r Candice 
Dupree, Penny Taylor and Diana 
Taurasi, but the key is how 
good Second -year point guard 
Sammy Praha Us will be. And 
there are legitimate questions 
about how much the 32-year- 
old Taylor has left after a career 
hampered by injuries. 

3. L05 ANGELES (24-1 D, SECOND; 
Free-agent signee Lindsey 
Harding Filled the biggest void 
for the Sparks, and with Candace 
Parker. Nneka Ogwumike and 
Kristi Toliver, the lack of a true 
center seems incidental Thp 
Sparks would coast to first in the 
East but they're a half-step be- 
hind the top two in what could 
be the Strongest conference tile 
League has ever Seen. 

4. SA N A H id N IQ f 2 1 >13, THIRD} 
Dan Hughes is a superb coach, 
and even without Sophia Youngs 
he'll get the Silver Stars into 
the postseason— For whatever 
that first- round playoff pasting 
will be worth After all, even 


Becky Hammon has to give in to 
advancing age at some point. 

5, TULSA 19-2&, FIFTH) 

Six-eight Australian Liz Cambage 
bailed on Tulsa, backing out of 
her' WlNlBA commitment at the 
last minute — and leaving the 
Shock with a nice backcourt 
\ D'gg in& and Ca nd ic e Wiggi ns) 
but no size upfront. Young 
leeward Glory Johnson is good, 
but not enough. 

G. SEATTLE (1 0-18> FOURTH) 

Wo Sue Bird Wo Lauren lackson, 
Wot many wins. 

Eastern Conference 

1 NEW YORK (15-19, FOURTH) 

Bit. Lai m beer is back, and he's 
got Cappie Pondexter to go 
along with a lot of veteran 
firepower. The Liberty aren't 
great, hut neither is the rest of 
the East and if Kara Braxton 
and the rookie posts pound the 
boards. New York's toughness 
will be the difference. 

2, CHICAGO (14 23, FIFTH) 

A healthy Epiphanny Prince, the 
outside game oF Delle Donne 
and Sylvia Fowl es in the paint 
is a deadly offensive combina- 
tion. Point guard Courtney 
Varidersloot, though, has to 
take a great leap forward for 
the Sky to iump past Wew York 

3. INDIANA (22-12, SECOND) 

The Fever have plenty of pieces, 
but the pieces are getting a 
little frayed at the edges. Katie 
Douglas and Finals' MVP Tamika 


Catchsngs will both turn 34 this 
season, though if they each play 
30 games and Erlana Larkins 
builds on her 201 2 breakout sea- 
son, Indiana could win the East. 

4, ATLANTA (1S-15, THIRD} 
Everyone's back from a scary 
group — except point guard 
Lindsey Harding. In her place is 
Jasmine Thomas, who was the 
lead guard for 5-29 Washington 
last summer. The erratic, en- 
tertaining and vastly talented 
Angel McCoughtry will once 
again take center stage, but will 
new coach Fred Lewis be able 
to keep her act from disrupting 
the t&am? 

5, CO NN ECTI CUT (3S-B h FJ RSTJ 
It's subtraction by addition, as 
Anne Donovan, a consistently 
mediocre coach, takes over for 
Mike Thibault, and ill subtrac- 
tion by subtraction with Ash|a 
Jones taking the summer off 
MVP Fms Charles, Kara Lawson 
and Renee Montgomery, in that 
order, are quality players, but 
tile dropoff is Steep after that, 
and there's no reason to believe 
Donovan will have the answers 

6, WASHINGTON 15*70, SIXTH] 
Thibault moves over From 
Connecticut, and though the 
roster is pretty bare, he'll gel a 
lot more out of this mismatched 
collection than Trudi Lacey ever 
did. Even *a Lotmore, 1 ' however, 
might not mean much more than 
10 wins as Crystal La nghorne is 
pretty much all alone.# 
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r MOLLY BOLIN 



T here'S a crowd fathering outside Staples Center for j late 
season WNF1A game between the New York Liberty and 
the hometown Los Angeles Sparks. Iff you didn't know 
there was 3 basketball game Inside the arena here tonight 
you might think you were at Disneyland. There are pre- 
game Festivities For all ages outside tile building., with music and face 
painting For both kids and adults. The arriving spectators are Families; 
packs of young daughters wearing Sparks jerseys and little girls Lug- 
ging huge homemade banners. 

The Sparks are riding a winning streak and Staples Center is filling 
up. Many oF those attending tonight's game stop and take pictures in 
front oF tile statues outside the arena that honor L.A. sports Legends. 

Standing with her husband and daughter next to the Statue of Magic 
Johnson is a blonde-haired woman with large sunglasses and a polite 
smile. No one in the gathering crowd of basketball fanatics notices ben 
but without her. they'd probably be at the actual Disneyland tonight 
"It's amazing to see statues of people who were playing when I 
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played," Molly says, extending her hand 
The woman Is "MadNrw Gun" Molly Bolin 
(now Molly KazmerL one of the first stars of 
the Women's Professional Basketball League 
(or W&L|. a short-lived but pioneering attempt 
between 1978-31 to create Womens pro 
hoqps. While there has yet to be a 50-point 
game in the WNBA, Molly broke her own re- 
cords by scoring SO, SB, 54 and 55 points in 
WBL games. Her opponents renumber her 
Far possessing a shot that "could just kill you" 
and for being an "adorable blonde." She hac 
endorsement deals and latef shared a Spald- 
ing commercial with Larry Bind. The success 
Molly reached on the court was almost equally 
matched by the hardship she faced ofF it. She 
Fought a bitter cUstocy battle with her eX-llUS- 
band and WaLdled as lawyers used her busy 
basketball career and good looks against her. 
When the league folded, Molly's popularity 
and talent — like those of her contemporaries 
such as that of Ann Meyers, Carol Blazejowski 
and Nancy Lieberman Went largely unuti- 
lized. Molly re-marned and raised a Family but 
never caught a break in pro hoops again. Her 
records are largely unrecognized and she's 
still basically as unkown as she was coming 
out of a small |uCo — already a mother — and 
dominating women's pro hoops. 

"1 went to the Forum to watch the Lakers 
play. I haven't been here," Molly says, find- 
ing her seat at Staples. "Its so different than 
it was. The Showtime days were awesome. 1 

M anna Lea Van Venthuysen was born 
in Drydan. Ontario, while her father 
was working on the TransCanada 
pipeline, but grew up in the small Iowa town 
oF Moravia. She picked up basketball in the 
tiny community where going to girls' high 
school basketball games is a big deal. 

In her first game as a high school junior, 
Molly scored 63 points on her l&th birthday 
and finished the season averaging 50 ppg. 
As a senior Molly Scored over 70 points in 
-minute games five times and set a single 
game scoring recorc of S3 points "I think we 
had same girts out sick and I had to pick up 
the slack,' shrugs Molly, who averaged 54 8 
points her senior year. "I just took over the 
game, that was kind of how I always did it. It 
Was time to win, 1 wanted the ball and I was 
going to take over. I didn't mean to be such a 
ball hog, but I wanted to win." 

Girls' high school hoops in Iowa was not al- 
ways a full-court game. Molly played Iowa's 
unique "six- player" version, which Was effec- 


tively a half-court game where only foTWaids 
can shoot and teams take possession at mid- 
court Inside those rules Molly totaled 1,370 
points her senior year and was named an 
All-American. "College wasn't the sanse expe- 
rience as high school and I had to Learn the 
five-an-five full-court game pretty quickly. 
In fact, right out of high school in 1 975, I got 
recruited to try out for the '75 Pan American 
team and I couldn't even dribble full-court 
and make a basket/ Molly says. "But because 
II scored 55 a game , they wa nted me tllei e a n d 
I made the final cut." 

Molly set several school records, but play- 
ing at Grand View College — a two-year 
school— in Des Moines did Little for her repu- 
tation. After one year, Molly decided to try 
something different. "I sat out my second 
year, got married, had a baby and came back 
my third year to a different coach," Molly 
says "So l only played two years of college “ 

Molly married Dennie Bolin after her Fresh- 
man year and the couple had a baby boy. 
Damien, in 1977. Molly stayed at home and 
took care of Damien while Dennie worked for 
a year, then played a second season at Grand 
View before going pro with the Iowa Cornets 
of the new WBL "When I Finished my secon-d 
year of eligibility, Llie WBL stai ted and the GM 
turned out to be my First college coach and 
so I was one of the first people he recruited T 
Molly says. That's why Iowa was first to join 
the first women's pm league and they made a 
big deal out of signing my contract in the gov- 
ernor's office to Sort of make history, as the 
first player to sign to a contract/ 

Molly turned pro as the WBL was trying 
a variety of ways to promote itself, In one 
plan executed before the inaugural season, 
Iowa Cornets owner and trampoline mogul 
George Nissen financed a Film called Dribbt# 
(now Scorj'np) staring "Pistol" Pete Maravich, 
who'c pust had a knee injury. The Cornets 
were used as extras m the film and Molly got 
to know the legendary point guard on set 

*We sort oF had a cnush on each other but 
it Was like, it Wasn't going to happen because 
We were both married and We Were both 
very loyal that way," Molly says. Tt was 
something! carried around fora long time." 

When the time for actual basketball start- 
ed, the players were sure it was the start oF 
something thudt Would shine an early light 
on women's pro sports. The first women's 
.eague started with eight teams' the Houston 
Angels. New Yarik Stars, Dayton Rockettes, 
New Jersey Gems in the Eastern Division and 


Chicago Hustle, Minnesota Fillies, Milwaukee 
Does and Molly's Iowa Cornets in the Mid- 
west Division. "We knew we were paving 
the way For the future and I believed in it," 
says Molly, who earned £900 a month that 
first year. ‘Even when people talked about 
Seams Struggling or tile W&L folding, I never 
bought into any oF it. I was Focused on what I 
was gonna do to make it successful and keep 
myself In a job For a while." 

Her still-limited full-court skills confined 
Molly to the bench initially, but she caught 
fire and finished with 53 points in a mid- sea- 
son game. She averaged 16 points per game 
for the Cornets. Still, despite her budding ca- 
reer, Molly had a family to care for. "I was Like 
the only wife and mother," Molly says, "That 
was hard because the more successful I got, 
the more points I scored, the more I was in 
demand." 

In the WBL's second year, Ann Meyers, 
Carol Blazejnwski anc Luisa Harris all joined 
the league after having sat out to retain their 
Olympic eligibility. Despite the new talent, 
Molly Still ruled, aveiaging over 32 points per. 
Molly became a Star as the league idled but 
wa s still barely earning a living. “Although 
we had one of the most successful teams in 
terms of the attendance and exposure, the 
big thing they came up with was they were 
going to Finance photo shoots so I could sell 
posters," Molly remembers. "I did get a pay 
raise, but it wasn't anywhere near what the 
other top players got," 

Molly and Ann Meyers were named co-MVRs 
in the spring of 19B0, but the league was strug- 
gl ing. Ha ving grown tired of tire WEIL'S Low pay. 
Long road trips and instability, Molly joined 
the startup Ladies Professional Basketball As- 
sociation, a Southwestern-based league with 
plans to cut costs and travel. 'I had somebody 
aggressively recruiting me," Molly says. "They 
flew rne to California and promised me tile Sun 
and tile £tars r and $30, ODE 1 and I took it." 

The LPBA only lasted seven games before 
Molly was looking to get back to the WBL. 
She negotiated with six teams before choos- 
ing to join the San Francisco Pioneers, a dub 
with a retired NBA player, Dean Meminger, as 
its coach. Meminger was a selling point, as 
Molly was eager to learn from the best possi- 
ble teachers "He would he on the court with 
us and he'd make us take charges from him/ 
Molly remembers. "He was an NBA player, 
you know? 5a I loved playipg for him/ 

With Meminger as her mentor, Molly blos- 
somed. In the third WBL all-star game, Molly 
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Led aLL scorers with 29 points. " She d idnt look 
tike an athlete perse, but she'd score from ev- 
erywhere on the floor." says Donna Orendec, 
a three-year WBL vet and Later WNBA com- 
missioner. "She Was unbelievable. " 

But by the spring of 1981 , the WBL was In 
trouble. The league shrunk to eight teams and 
collapsed altogether after the season ended 
Though Molly was left without a league 
to play in, she still had a Lot of game. "If It 
dame down to offense at the Last Second, she 
Would be tile person I'd go to," Meminger re- 
members. "She would he my Kobe Bryant or 
Kevin Durant. She was bold and confident." 

The League folding was a great hardship for 
all the women of the WBL, but Molly faced a 
whole new challenge in the court of Law. She 
and Dennis argued often during her time In 
the WBL He didn't like how much time Molly 
devoted to playing and promoting basketbal. 
“They wanted me to do off-court appearanc- 
es and interviews and my husband thought 
that the husband Worked and the wife stayed 
home," Molly says. "Someone got him a t- 
shirt that said 'Molly's Husband' and he wore 
it to games “ 

By the WB-L's Last season, Molly and Qennie 
had split for good and a nasty custody battle 
ensued. "When We got divorced, they used 
the fact that I was tbe breadwinner and played 
pro basketball against me," Molly remembers. 

In October 1982, Dennie's lawyer made a 
case that Molly spent too much time traveling 


to gardes and that glamour photos she posed 
for to promote tbe league made her unfit to 
raise a child “They promoted and marketed 
me as s blonde, you know, pinup, and that got 
attention," Molly says. "I was OK with that, i 
Was the leading Scorer in the League. I had no 
problem taking pictures because if they came 
to tbe game, they could see I could play." 

However, the Iowa court saw a problem 
with it and awarded custody of Damien to 
Dennis. Il was another battle of the sexes and 
a Landmark ruling that put gender equality 
into question. The Supreme Court did over- 
turn the judgment and for years afterward 
Molly's case was cited In divorce and custody 
proceedings around the country, 

I t's Latino Celebration Msght at the 
Sparks game. There^- an elaborate la- 
ser sequence flashing on the (umbotron 
inviting everyone to stay for a post-game con- 
cert from |ort Secada. It'S Louder than a novice 
WNBA fan might expect and there's a feeling 
that everyone is gettmg their money’s worth. 
The WNBA launched in 1997 and — although 
Molly attended the 10th anniversary— she’s 
had nothing to do with the league otherwise. 
Tonight,, in August 2012, Molly is at her first 
regular-season WNBA ga me. "That's a good r 
strong move there," Molly says, watching 
Candace Parker heat a defender. "The players 
are a lot better ballhandlers " 

Molly spent the years after the WBL Living 


in California. She played red reationally and 
IotpH several groups that tnec to establish 
new women's leagues to no avail. She spent 
time shooting around with the Lakers and 
watching them practice. "Magic was a huge 
flirt. I Was in tile stands at practice and he 
was always winking." Molly recalls. 

She's been away from women's pro bas- 
ketball for many years and is remarried 
with two more children. Her husband, John 
Kazmer, played for both Lute Olson and Jerry 
Tarkanian at Long Beach State, but none of 
their kids hoop. After several attempts to 
stay in the gamp, Molly fined broadcasting, 
construction and house painting, but she's 
settled into a career in real estate. 

What Molly hasn't found in the years since 
she stopped playing is a place in history. Her 
SG-pliis games pre-dated the WNBA and 
aren't recognized She also isn't in either 
the Naismith or Women’s basketball Hall of 
Fame. Tm thinking she should be." says Roy 
Johnson, who wrote about Molly for Sports 
Hiustraled in 1?Bl. "She was right ahead of 
the trail blazers, she was ahead of the people 
who were recognized as the architects of the 
women’s game," 

While no one can take away Molly’s ac- 
colades, she’s still hoping that someone will 
remember them and honor her. "I See people 
every year inductee and I kicked their butts 
up and down the court," Molly says. 'But I 
guess it’s not about how good you were 
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ADIDAS COURT ATTITUDE OUT NOW ££S 






CONVERSE CHUCK TAYLOR ALL STAR 
WASHED GUT NOW. S70 


AND 1 TOCHILUN- 2013 NOVEMBER I. SsO 



NIKE AIR MAX 97 EH HUT NOW, SlSS 


NIKE AIR MAX 90 EM OUT NOW, £l£0 



— - - 1 1 — B 

REEBOK T-RAWW |LNE I. S&S 


REEBOK SCRIMMAGE MiO.UME 1 . 5 1 CO 




TIMBERLAND EARTHKEEFPERS STORM BUCK 
BROGUE OXFORD OUT NOW. SI 10 


Tl MBER L A ND E AHTHKEE PER £ STORM BUC K 
LITE CHUKKA BOOT OUT NOW. £110 
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For the second straight season, Nike is bringing some choice heat for the Playoffs. 


HOW many times have you 
watched LeBrcm James do 
something on .1 bavkettkj ! 
court that made you think, 

'This dude Isn't human," 

Or typed ' Is Kevin Du ra nt 
.^dually j moot?" into your 
Couple search bar? 

You don't read comic 
books. You don’t need to. 

Your favorite superheroes 
hit the hardwood 82 regular- 
season game* a year, plus 
Playoffs. So it’s only right for 
Nike tn lace its Leading men in 
proper superhero attire, no? 

Building off l-ast years- first- 
ever Elite series, the sneaker 
Freaked at the Swoosh are 
hack in .1 hold way, having 
masterminded the N ke 
Basketball Elite Series 2. a for 
the 2013 postseason. The 
collection Includes amp*d-up 
editions oFthe Kobe B, KD V and LeBron X Like you've never seen or felt before. 
'When yo-u talk a bout the Elite senes, the original concept was taking the 
shackles off and unleashing t he designers to go nuts and create the highest- 
performance stuff we can,' 1 says Nike Basketball Design Director Leo Chang. 

'It's all really driven by the initial insights we got from LeBron, He said early 
on. When I'm playing in the Playoffs I want something different, I want some- 
thing that's even better '” 

Havirg evolved From last year's pilot, the Elite Series 1.0 is without a doubt 
the most technically advanced Nike basketball creation to date Carbon fiber for 
lightweight resiliency, Kevlar For protective Fit and lock-down. Foam For comfort. 


Not to mention refreshingly 
vibrant colorways. 

I ait year, we set a tone of 
seriousness that it ’s HayoFF 
time, and everyone has this 
•nentality shift. This time 
around, we have that, too, 
but we can also have some 
fun with it, " Chang says. 'We 
wanted to be more expressive 
with the colors. 

"Ybu have three amazing 
athletes that in their own 
right, are already superhe- 
roes," Chang notes, before 
wondering, 'What if they hud 
their own super powers, what 
would it be?" 

For Lefiron, it’s being 
indestructible, like diamonds. 
For Kobe — who, due to injury, 
never got to lace up in lik 
2.0s — frfay vision emitted 
by the Black Mamba's heat- 
sensing eyes An d for KD, t he Hite series rook ie, it's lightning speed H»s KD V 
Eli te Features the most prominent change to any o-f the kicks — by cutting its sil- 
houette back to a low-top look and adding a caged Nike Zoom unit in the heel. 

Nike not only wanted to elevate its construction components to the highest 
possible level but a Iso wanted to create moments that go beyond team color 
palettes. And, like any good superhero team — From !x-Men to The Avengers — 
they share a common, uniform thread; Hyper Blue. 

The only question now is which hero will take his team to the Finals, where 
.3 special gold-trimmed, N Ike 1- enabled Finals ccldrway awaits, along with the 
Larry O'Brien Trophy. — Abl islh wauron 
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ADIDAS 

Craiy Light 2 Short, 
S4CJ. if shopad das, com 



AND 1 

Orbit Short, 
£4D, at Wcdelte 



NIKE 

Light Them Up ihoct, 
S6A, at nike.com 


ADIDAS 

□ Rose Ted i S hort, 
$4S. at shcipadidas.com 



JORDAN 

Bright Lights Short, 

S4S, . it Nlketflwn and Champs 



UNDER ARMOUR 

£Z Mon-Knee Short, 
S3S. at UA.com 


TH ill AW 



AND 1 

Tip Off short, 
at ModelL's 



JORDAN 

Rise Z,3 Short, 

$4Z, ,:l Wiketown and Dick's Sporting Goods 



UNDER ARMOUR 

RitkLer Short, 

$ 4 (X at y 4 sHLDL 
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Vemon La 1 1 Monroe |f's first basket was made in a milk crate nailed to d Wooden post 
in a vacant lot outside Vacation Bible School in south Philadelphia Divine intervention 
would carry h Black Jesus” from his youth (fittingly spent on Alter Street? to his later 
life as a Madison Square Guardian angel for the Knicks during the 1973 Championship 
season. 

His new memoir, Eari foe Peart: My Story, which Monroe wrote with Quincy Troupe, 
details all of that minUtia and dll of Pearl's back story. But more than that, it's a book 
about finding, your passion, overcoming prejudice, transcending basketball stereotypes. 
Igniting a league and. cementing a legacy. Like Earl Monroe's game. My Story is most 
compellingly captured through the imagery Monroe depicts. Most fittingly, the cover 
photo featuring Jerry West ('the Logo") unsuccessfully trying to catch up to Monroe 
indicates that the writing, similar to Black Jesus' on-court repertoire is cool, fun, flow- 
ing and Celestial. 

The book is broken up into three parts, all chronicling Pearl's rise in consciousness, 
confidence and humanity on arid off the basketball court. The anecdotes, vignettes and 
memories that Monroe shares throughout the tome are almost biblical as he witnesses 
a man being stabbed to death, has a run-in with the KKK. gets a Late-night visit from 
a husbanc looking for his cheating wife, accidentally takes angel dust and endures 
battles on the court against, and ultimately with, the K nicks. 

Monroe is most in commanc when he talks ball One of the more memorable stories 
comes when Monroe Was being 'bodied up" by Eddie Miles, aggressively defended by 
maneuvers that are now illegal He was shut out scoring zero points for the first time 

■ in his career. 

The ne*t time Monroe faced Miles, he “kept visualizing" Oscar Robertson and ” how 
he used to put his back up against the opponent... back the defender doWn...and shoot." 
SOj Monroe thought, Tm gonna try that " He scored 32 points and told Miles after the game, 'I’m only averaging 16 points against you." 

This story sums up Monroe: able to swiftly recognize a problem and immediately account for it. He was named Rookie of the Year just 
six months later 

With his simple eloquence, Monroe's book creates a fascinating dialectic that synthesizes the poetry of his game with the realization that 
liberation and artistry come from hard work, hope and a prayer— ihcaiay 
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CHECK OUT HOW PEOPLE 
REP THEIR TEAMS***. 
WHAT’S YOUR STYLE? 


Fashion crenas come and ga nut one cning cnat 
will never go out of style is supporting your squad. 
And now that rs Playoff time, you can rep for the 
reigning Champs with these two exclusive new lines 
from adldas. Whether you're rocking the “White Hot" 
jersey in AmerlcanAirlines Arena witn tne rest of 
Sduitn Beacn or the *Electrlcnty*jersey on tne / — 
road, you can’t, go wrong same on. — r 

To get your own autftenttc hba gear. 
fteotitocftampssportSrCom. - — / 
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1 FEEL LIKE A LOT OF THE TOP PLAYERS FROM THE 
BAY AREA GO AWAY FOR COLLEGE, AND I JUST 
REALLY WANTED TO CHANGE THE TREND,” 


shaceef Abdur-flihim and Leon Fowe all pre- 
ceded him as McDonald's selection* who 
signed with thp Golden Bears — but Bird knows 
it's been a long minute since one of the area’s 
many homegrown stars stuck around For col- 
lege. H l think l‘m tFie First since Leon Fowe to 
stay at home and rep For the Bay,' he says. "I 
feel like a lot of the [op players from the Hay 
A res go away for college, and I just really want- 
ed to change the trend ' 

For Bird, it goes even deeper than civic pride 


hut he's confident he can rid! himself of that 
habit. I'm always competing with myself, 1 ' he 
says. It's just a question of me going out and 
doing what I have to do." 

If he does. Bird will have a chance to continue 
Cal's resurgence under coach M ike Montgomery. 
'I feel Like we have the type of team next year, 
we can kind of go in and surprise some people," 
he says. “I'm looking forward to seeing w hat we 
can do.' 

The whole Bay will be watching. 
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t was mid-Apri. when (abaci B rd aut on Fm 
high school un iform one more ti me. T his was 
not for a game, but a photo shoot — the re- 
sults of which you see on these pages — and 
if occurred in him that this was probably the 
Last time he'd put on Richmond 1CA) Salesian* 
red and black. "Yeah, i think so," Bird says. “I 
definitely enjoyed my high school career. But 
it's time to move on." 

spoken Like a young man confident In what 
the Future huLds. and Bird has every reason 
to be edited about the path th-at lies ahead 
A top-20 player in the 2-0 11 class, he led 
Salesian to a 100--E record in his three varsity 
seasons, including a 2012 state championship. 
Bird wrapped up his outstanding prep career 
last month with a berth in the McDonald's ALl- 
Atnerican Came. The next step is a big one, 
although it won't take him very far at all. 

The dude who proudly claims “Vallejo/ 
Richmond" on his Twitter bio wiLL play his col- 
lege ball |ust a Few steps down the road in 
Berkeley. It's hardly the first time Cal has land- 
ed a big-time basketball recruit — Jason Kidd, 


'My dad went there, so I'm kind of Following in 
his footsteps, 1 ' he says of his father, Carl Bird, 
who was the Golden Bears' co-MVP In l?7fi. 
"I like staying dose to home so my Friends and 
family can see me, and I feel like my style of 
play really fits well with their system>." 

Local ties and family connections aside., of 
course, it's gut to be a good fit on the court. 
Bind will join a talented Cal squad that won 21 
games (his season, earned (he Mo. 2 <eed in (he 
Pac-lZ tourney and played Syracuse tough be- 
fore falling in the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament. All-American wing Alien Crabbe 
and his IB. ppg are gone to the NGA OraFt, but 
most oF the rest of tFie raster should be back 
.Hid Bird looks more than capable of filling (he 
Crabbe-sized hole in (he Bears' lineup. 

At 6-6 and ISO pounds, Bird is a threat from 
either wing spot, alternating a potent midl- 
range game with a knack For filling lanes on the 
break and, in his words, "making highlights." He 
says his biggest challenge is not getting com- 
pljcent defensively — 'at limes I'm kind of lazy 
out there r taking possessions off," he admits^ 
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At ju st IS. Jarrell Martin has ac- 
complished just about Everything 
a prep player can i n Lou isiiana. 
Consider the iiLcnrrpLi'.hnLnts: a 
Mr. Eijskctball award, n Hal* title 
it a student aL Madii&n Prep and d 
McDonald's All-American invite to 
cap it all off. 

"We had a pretty good season," 
the 6-a Forward says humbly. On 
the year, he dropped 26 points, 14 
boards and 4 blocks* night. "I‘n 
just trying to get better so that 1 
can play the wing moi rr. I 'we been 
working an my handLe and jump 
shot.'’ 

A versatile athlete, Martin causes 
miimatchei all over the court. Put a 
b ; g man cn him, he's go ing to attack 
off the bounce, Put a smaller guy 
on him. he's going to work in the 
post. DeFensively, he can also hold 
his own at the 3 or A spots. At LSU 
though — "I felt comfortable staying 
home., so why would I need to look 
at -my other schools?" the native -of 
Ba-toc Rouge says — he'll mostly play 
small Forward, where he' 11 join the 
talented d uo of for dan M ckey and 
junior johnny 0 Bryant. 

"With the guys that they've got 
coming i n," Min I in say t, "I'm going 
to be playing the 3. But any where 
that I'm at on the court, I rr going to 
bring something to the table to win 
games . TkJitt 
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UNOER-IHE-RADAR PLAYERS WHO DEMAND YOUR ATTENTION. 

Ivan Rabb, Oakland <CA) Bishop ODuwd: Rabb solidified himself as arguably the lop 
prosprcit in ihci 2-tJl.j cLim this past season wlLi.Lr-sLi.il jnsl $r ml-rli i rig Lhr surfjuir of tl is 
pt>U'jiLiiJ. SiiLciiclniK fi -£f arid 210. Rahli rebounds better than anyone Let the country fur 
bis ago and flltimft Jl'mlLiph: skills IbaL tr&nskLu til Lhr i'i t : :s. L 1 L’ : L . Elu runs Lllr H(k>j like: il 
gazelle and finishes around the rim with boLh hands, but his nonstop motor pushes his 
game over the lop and separates him from ihr rest of the pack. 

Ring McClure, I'Jj.lli-s (TX) Triple A; Findings pbiynr who attacks the nip with morr 
aggression liuI strength than McClure has becEime ao eatimniely tough task. McClure, a 
member uf the Class of "lfl r uses bis a4.u.!-dy fi-;l frame to bowl ewet defenders aiidjj;el Lo 
the rim. and as if LfiaL's not enough, bis quick first -step and Light crossover allow him to break defenders 
down off the dribble. Once there McClure alternatively finishes or hits open teammates, All of that eomeE 
with a lrwl of longlim's* Lluil nvnrv road'll— Rnylur. ]'1r>ridiL :mdl rndLuta Ei :ivr ;lI ready offered! him srholur- 
sh ips— in thd 1 couttt ry novels. 

De'J ailae Bdil'li hi, Apr! njgdale (MD) Cl L Flutter*: Thu ii-fl Tk>yknl uu ncclLly ranks as jiuihips Lie hrsl 
sophomore wing in the country. Her handles and mid-range shoo Ling skills ere corning along, and she 
never lakes a playoff Boykin's si;*e, strength and Lmill csb potential make her one of the nation's moil 
nyrfvrlud d'rjllrgr rwrui Ls, irridl the l>MV native will hi 1 walrlird li.-ravil y I V i s ■jimniidT as sln 1 pluys for ISoo 

W . . I ms on the A AIJ ei run Ml --JtajlE JpilJin 
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THE COMMODORE 


The first lime we called. Kebekah 
"Ih't fn " [la him mi, she umililn I talk 
because she was in the midst ufa 
day long sfflitKn of kL udy i ng fd.nr a 
physics lost. The second, third and 

fourth times w? rail ml, did 1 Liinlilii't 

talk because sbe was working out, 
Oihre We realized she wasn't jnSL 
trying to avoid us. I he secret lo 
Daltlman's .Success bee jjue pre Lty 
char. 

IVd' pnrnl idui nud IkiilI ivdirk are 
I he keys for Dahl man, the Brahuin 
t A 1 >i '- I ligli rtlar and MuDlihj I ll's 
All- American who finished as I he 

fu-SL MLrLrtE.SUla.higb Sehmil girl In 
neorc G,DCM> cancer poinl-s, “I (lfln'l 
■ id-ally think abuuL it iwiw, 71 says Llw 
o-JI combo gLLjLnl wil h an especially 
dtr fL shuut ing Innuebn "but I'm sure 
a*: l gci ohle* - i'll loots hack on hi ike, 
Worn, I hot s a lot uf poi nts” For 

noW T she's too focuSed on the I'LLtm c : 
I'tali I man com m itle d lu Vj nderbi I L , 

ivbere Lhe i dimblnal inn ofl.tr- 
rilie acadcniics, e an =sisl cully strong 
1 1 1 1 1 ■ I > *-■ and, Ves. IvafhLer WeaLlier ’tt'a* 
loo oil ract i>e La pass up. 

I'Ij.\ ingeuliegL-bnll is- n-iil: mg iLetV 

in lhe Dahlman family: Breea is lhe 

fifth Sjflt r Sl\ fiihl logs InhcHipat tile 

iml level (.her you ngcsl brother is si i l II 
in high .^trlicMilk and sliL'i'n'dlils >:i]lLl~i- 
brU! her and former \ tirh ij'nn Sta* e 
Spartan Isaiah [SI,. tM SHt—EdJ for 

gn idling her threiLL.gli rerruit ing jml 
driving hei-deVelupme lit. "He g*Ve Lite 
ihal love for lhe ganiCj"' she say«r ”1 n 
my mind, he was the best jdai'e.r ever.” 
Al I hid; point, even Isaiah niightad- 
HI it h is 3 i L Lie sistfi- Is lh e best player 
in lhe fii m ily, ^JhIA gJiineJ 
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■t's- been a long time coming For Zak Irvin. After all, there was once a time- in his high school career 
where he wasn't even deemed Fit to play varsity basketball. As a Freshman, the 6-6 Michigan- 
bound forward was placed! on Fishers (IN) Hamilton Southeastern's |V squad after varsity 
coach Brian Satterfield decided the teenager needed tome more development. 

‘All the other AAU kids were paying varsity basketball my freshman year and all of them 
were joking about how I played on the |V team," recalls Irvin. "It made me want to get in the 
gym even more and it motivated me to get ready to play on the varsity my sophomore year." 

AFter proving he belonged, the highly touted small forward didn't take long before drawing 
the attentio-n of college coaches. By his sophomore year, Michigan was already recruiting Irvin. 

In his three years playing varsity, Irvin accumulated 1.239 points while leading hi-s team to a com- 
bined 59-1 1 record. This past season as a senior, Irvin averaged 24.6 points, 9.0 rebounds, 3 3 assists 
and 2. a steals, and was subsequently named Indiana's Mr, Basketball. 

"It's e great feeling to see where I started my freshman year and just how far a long I've come," Irvin 
says. "It was a great ride. It went by quick Dut I Loved every second of it. Now, my biggest goal is de Fi- 
nitely to start as- a Freshman and win Big Ten Freihman oftheYfear- 
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It was just a few hours into JG13. and 
ftondae HaHis-Jefferson's celly wouldn't 
stop chirping; messages just kept pouring 
in at a relentless rate. "My Twitter and 
phone were going craay when (friends 
and family) found out I was on Spur ttCen 
tec" recalls HHlis-Jefferson, who 
estimates receiving around 5-00 messages 
on the d ay that one of hi e d unks a i red 
on ESPN. “I never Figured i could make 
it there until it happened. I couldn't text 
everybody batk, it was Just Loo many 
people." 

Tfust might've served as h»s national 
arrival, but if you've been Following 
the prep hoops scene in the Greater 
Philadelphia area over the past four years 
you already know that the slight 6-7. 
215-pnurrri, multi-pur pnae forward haS 
long been a *cout — and crowd — pleaser. 
dye to the ihtunsity and energy he brings 
to bath e nds of the Floor (not to me nticm 
the athleticism. The hard work translates 
to stats and wins, too: Haliis-JeFf arson, 
whose brother ttahlir recently completed 
a solid Four-year career at Temple Univer- 
sity. Ifd Ujcal powerhouse Chester High 
to slate titles as both a sophomore and 
junior. And while he and his teammates 
Fell just sho't oFa threepeat. losing in the 
title game, the future Arizona Wildcat 
still managed to Lead (he dippers to an- 
other district title- as a senior, averaging 
15 5 points, 11 rebounds, 4.4 assists, 2 8 
steals and 2.4 Hocks per game. He was 
named Pennsylvania's Player oF the Year 
For the second straight season. 

Looking ahead |o his Hey in Tucson, 
Haiti s-Jefferson's goals remain simple. "I 
want to come m, compete, play hard and 
make us a winning team. 1 





i 
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Former SLAM columnist and IMBA journeyman Mike James explains what it was 
like to go from the League to the D-League and back. As told to Lang Whitaker 


First,. no teams brought me 
into training camp, so that was 
Frustrating. I was sitting around 
waiting, in the gym every day 
with coach John Lucas. I was 
preparing, doing all the essen- 
tials. Finally, my agent brought 
up Dallas. Derek Fisher had _nst 
Left the team, and they wanted 
to see whether or not I coul d 
still pJlay. So I went to the NBA 
D-Leagne |usl to showcase my- 
self. I guess I played pretty '-•Mi 
because they saw the film and 
brought me in for a 10-day. And 
the rest was history. 

The time I spent wording out 
and not getting the call was. frus- 
trating. but I continued to keep 
my fa ith I know fa ith and work 
go hand in hand, and I show you 
my faith by my work I continued 
to believe God was going to 
open a door. The only thing 


that I could control was that 
when that door opened, I could 
be prepared. So when I got my 
op port unity, I didn't look ahead 
to the Mavericks; I was Focused 
on the D-League team, and i 
wanted to make my presence 
feif. I knew if I was- supposed to 
be an NBA ballplayer, I was go- 
ing to play well in the D4.eague. 
So my focus was really taking 
advantage of the opportunity, 
and then when I got the oppor- 
tunity, fo just run with it. People 
always say the cream is goi ng to 
rise to the top. And the only way 
to make cream is Lo keep churn- 
ing that milk, and that’s the work 
you have to put in. that's the eF- 
fact you have to put in. You may 
not get multiple chances— you 
have to take advantage of that 
First opportunity. 

The D-League was ha rd. It^ 


hard because it's young players 
who are really trying to make a 
name For themselves, and the 

living conditions and lifestyle 

aren't the same as the NBA, so 
you have to adjust. Especially 
because I'm in my 11 th year in 
the ME A, eg playing in the D- 
Leaguewas a little challenging. 
But you have to put pride to the 
side and humble yourselF. 

The D-League is the place you 
have to go to in order to keep 
fulfilling your goals and your 
destiny and your life. I’m pretty 
sure if I wasn't so grounded in 
my relationship with Christ, my 
pride would have been the most 
important thing to me, instead 
of it being a smaller sacrifice 
For greater results. Thai's what 
I had |o look at, understanding 
if I still wanted to be in the 
League, I had to show that not 


only can I still play, but that my 
skill level is higher than the D- 
League level. It was a blessing, 
and I took advantage of if. 

Who knows what's next? I 
have a passion for the game, I 
have a passion for teaching the 
game, so that's one thing I think 
about a Lot. Do I want to work 
in a front office, or do I wan! 
to work on the court? Because 
right now there's no develop- 
ment. These young players will 
cross you up, make you fall, then 
miss the Layup. Then they'll think 
about how they crossed you up 
instead of focusing on the finish. 
So just getting some discipline 
and understanding back into 
the game of basketball I'd love 
to be a catalyst for thaL I only 
want to play the game two more 
years, then I'm done. And after 
that we' N see what happens. 
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B2 Where Hoops and Hip-Hop Connect. 
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THE UA SPINE E1IQNIC 


MAKES YOU PLAY SUPERHUMAN 


The upper's made of bionic libers lhal are ultra- light but somehow strong enough to support even ycui most 
violcni rnnvcmorils Under yeur Iccf, you've never Fell anything like Ihc mix of I ighl weight flexibility, slabilny, 
anc comfort of UA Sp no cushioning. There's never been a shoe this playable. Life rally unbelievable. 
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crazyquick 

B low by do fe n d ers w i t h c ra zyc j i c k t ec h no logy. Designed 
10 make you Quicker with foui zones of quick to stabilize 
your ons ano m prove accele ra l i r: n i n a ny d i r* clion 

uct quicker. at a didasbatkcttoa Ll.com 
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